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Postal Telegraph Competition. 

Independence is going to be profitable to the Postal Tele- 
graph Company. A few days after the Bell telephone people 
bought the Western Union the Postal men were going about 
saying “we are heavy stockholders in the Bell, and soon it will 
be one concern, so you might as well give us all your business 
now.” 

Then suddenly they changed their tune.. Word came down 
from headquarters to “Ring the bell, and say, we’re Indepen- 
dent. The people don’t like monopolies.” 

The Postal seems to believe its own story, too. Testifying 
before a committee of the New York legislature last week its 
president, Mr. Clarence H. Mackay, said: 

“As to maintenance of competition, I wish to state that the 
Postal company has been free and independent from the time 
It has 


not the slightest influence or control over the American Tele- 


of its organization in 1886, and proposes to remain so. 


phone and Telegraph Company or the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. It took no part in the recent purchase of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company by the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, and was not consulted and 
knew nothing about it until after it had been accomplished. 
The Postal company will now have to compete with both of 
them instead of competing with the Western Union alone, as 


heretofore.” 





An Obstacle to Monopoly in Michigan. 

The supreme court of the State of Michigan has put itself 
squarely on record as opposing monopoly and favoring In- 
dependent agencies, and the encouragement of the healthy 
competition in telephone business in the State of Michigan. 
It did so by refusing the application of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company of New York to transact a telephone 
After allud- 
ing to the policy of the state, followed for more than a quarter 


and telegraph business in the State of Michigan. 


ot a century, of keeping the telephone business separate from 
the telegraph business, the court said: “In the hands of In- 
dependent agencies, it may well be that a healthy competition 
for the transmission of information by peer will ensue.” 
The court displays its wisdom in alluding to competition in 
this branch of electrical business as “healthy” and in render- 
The de- 


cision makes clear, in a lucid discussion, the policy of the state, 


ing a decision favorable to “Independent agencies.” 


so this decision will be a precedent to be considered carefully 


122 


by attorneys for monopoly before advising that consolidations, 
mergers and sales can lawfully be accomplished in the com- 
monwealth. 





MacVicar on Competition. 

John MacVicar, of Des Moines, is one of the strong.men of 
his state. He speaks the sentiment of a good deal of repre- 
sentative Iowa. He told, at the telephone convention last 
week, of his belief in competition and of his dissatisfaction 
Des 


times, he said “for many years we enjoyed exceptional tele- 


with present conditions in Moines where until recent 
phone service at low rates because we had competing lines.” 
This same thing is in the minds of many business men in 
Iowa today. Everybody in that state knows what happened at 
Sioux City. 

The people of Iowa are pretty well educated in the tele- 
phone business. They are trained buyers of telephone service. 
Thev believe now that the Bell company is planning to give 
them poor service from a patched up plant, and at high rates, 
in places where it has secured a monopoly by purchasing 2 
competitor. They are not satisfied with this condition, and 
those who have disturbed a satisfactory existing order of 
things need not be surprised if the remedy is enforced with 
an ax instead of persuasion. There are already signs in the 
air that a plan for doing away with the undesirable service 
is under preparation. When the public gets in this attitude 
There is simply a forceful, 
des- 


tined to prevail not alone by economic law, but by the com- 


there is no malice in its thought. 


inevitable working out of the proposition which is 


bination of economic law with the forces composing that more 
mysterious and powerful element, human nature. 


2.— 





Merry Minstrels of Waterloo. 

The farmers on the farms and newspapers of Waterloo, 
Jowa, must be so busy figuring how to get their share of 
the increased cost of living that they let the telephone 
monopolists slip over a joke without getting in the laugh, 
which they should certainly share because it is on them, 
and if they don’t get a chance to make a noise they seem 
to lose altogether. 

Last week the Waterloo, lowa Reporter came out with a 
perfectly serious account of the stockholders’ meeting of 
the Corn Belt Telephone Company, at which the “directors 
were authorized to purchase the exchange plants of the 
Iowa Telephone Company at Waterloo and Cedar Falls.” 
Perhaps the city editor had a twinkle in his eye and an 
upward kink at the corners of his mouth when he wrote the 
Belt but he 


never let his idea that the thing was a joke filter down 


head, “Corn Decides to Buy Iowa Phone,” 
below the top line. 

The genial kick fixer for Cedar Rapids, Mr. J. H. Shoe- 
maker, continues as vice-president and general manager, 
not having yet shown any disposition to squeeze George 
McFarland from the front seat he assumed when the Bell 
furnished the money which is now being used to buy itself 
out. Of course, about everybody in Waterloo really knows 
that the book for this show, with directors’ room scenery, 


was written in Boston, along with the press report, and 


that on the local stage McFarland is interlocutor and Shoe- 
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maker, once in charge of the system, now answers to “Mr. 
Bones.” 

Verily, circumstances alter cases. Newspapers all over 
the country detiounced the Standard Oil Company for ope- 
But the Standard Oil Com- 
pany never carried on a publicity campaign extending clear 
The Bell Telephone Com- 


pany has carried on such a campaign, and is keeping it up.” 


rating “dummy” independents. 
down to the local newspapers. 


Some of the newspapers seem willing to sell their columns 
and play its game to a finish. Others retain sufficient intelli- 
gent self-interest and local pride to take a stand against 
the greedy monopolists of the jelly-fish type, who are 
afraid to come out in the open and tell the truth about 
their dealings to the people who pay the bills. 





Railroad Commission Bookkeeping. 

When the question of putting telephone companies under 
the supervision of a railroad commission has come up in 
several states, the small companies are among the first to 
advance objections. It is rather interesting to note that 
their objection to the proposed law is based upon the con- 
stitutional right of our free and independent citizens to 
enjoy the management of their property free from the risk 
of confiscation. Such confiscation they foresee in the laws 
putting their business under the supervision of the Railroad 
Commission and the way in which it is worked out, mind 
you, is that when books are kept according to the rules of 
a Railroad Commission the items of stationery, clerk hire, 
pens, ink, blotters, and out of respect to the lady book- 
keeper we forbear to say, erasers, will stamp out all of the 
profits. This is very interesting talk to spread out before 
a legislative committee while the big fellows lean back and 
watch things move, but it has not had much effect. 

Here is a statement of an effect actually produced by 
railroad commission bookkeeping after it had been in force 
for a couple of years. 

A small mutual telephone company in Wisconsin had been 
paying monthly dividends. Now this payment suddenly 
stops with a jolt, and a local newspaper commenting on the 
situation says, “Some of the directors think small dividends 
will be paid at the end of each year; another director says 
it will be five years before any dividends will be paid. It 
will take another year to find out.” It further appears that 
the deficit is in part caused by the payment of damages 
resulting from a case of injury, there being no _ reserve 
in the treasury to meet such an emergency, and from the 
payment of salaries which, although admittedly amounted to 
than the value of services rendered, still a 


less were 


burden to the company. It had gotten along nicely up to 
1908 without paying any at all. 

Railroad commission bookkeeping has apparently been 
one of the things that has pointed out the trouble, and 
enabled directors to find it before really serious damage 
could be done. 

Without a good bookkeeping system, well kept up, a small 
company is in serious danger, and the worst of it is that 
one never knows it until the mischief has gone so far as to 
be incapable of quick repair. Bookkeeping without regu- 
lation will do the work just as well. 




















The Nebraska-lowa Conventions 


Ne- 


ban- 


The enthusiasm which attended the meeting of the 
braska and Jowa sessions and reached a climax at the 
quet, which was the big feature of the joint session, 
described in last week’s TELEPHONY, and part of the 


was 
pro- 
ceedings and parts of some of the principal addresses were 
set forth in that It remains to show in detail the 
character of the proceedings and present some of the re- 
maining papers. 


issue. 


The first day of the Nebraska convention, as has been 
stated, was given over to the appointment of committees 
Following is the report of the 
Rate Book Committee, presented by G. K. Gann: 

After careful 


and reports of committees. 


methods of com- 
piling and issuing toll line rates, the so-called “block” sys- 


consideration of various 
tem has been adopted as the one best fitted to our con- 
ditions. 
very largely reduces the clerical work 


This method is essentially a “zone” system and 
necessary to the 
quoting of rates, and while it somewhat complicates the 
rate book itself, it is not felt that this complication will be 
sufficient to result in any difficulty or confusion to the 
ordinary intelligent operator in looking up a rate. 

In compiling the new rates, the first step was the secur- 
ing of an accurate map of Nebraska and adjoining states. 
A Rand & McNally’s printed map is used and seems to be 
the most accurate obtainable. 
subdivided 


The Nebraska map has been 


into blocks approximately 15 miles square. 


Each of these blocks has been assigned a center, this center 

















Mr. P. C. Holdoegel. 


being usually some city or town at or close to the mathe- 
matical center of the block. Whenever possible an endeavor 
ha's been made to make the more important towns and cities 
block centers. 


The blocks have been further grouped into . sections 


, 


blocks. A 


center has also been assigned to each section, this section 


each section comprising from seven to nine 
center being the block center located nearest to the mathe- 
matical center of the section. Each block and section has 
been assigned an identifying number. 

















Mr. Frank H, Woods. 


The actual scaling of the rates is done from this map, 
transparent celluloid scales being used. The first distances 
measured are those from section center to section center. 
Where this distance is 165 miles or more, the rates from 
all points in any particular section to all points in other 
sections are based upon the air-line mileage between the 
section centers. Where the distance is less than 165 miles 
and more than 30 miles, the rates are termed “block rates,” 
and are based upon the air-line mileage between block cen- 
ters, the rates from all stations in any one particular block 
to all stations in any other block being the same. Where 
the distance between any two block centers is 30 miles or 
less, the rates between all points in the two blocks are 
based on the actual air-line distances between the towns 

The scaling of the rates on this new system is now prac- 
tically completed and the preparation of the rate books 
for the operators should be completed before the first of 
May. It has been decided to print all the forms for the 
rate books on loose leaves and bind them in loose leaf 
covers. This will permit changes or additions to be readily 
made in the future. 

It is not intended to place one of these rate books at 
each station, as the expense would be too great. The 
smaller exchanges and toll stations have been arranged in 
groups around the nearest large exchange to which they 
are naturally tributary and which they can ring direct. The 
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rate book containing the rates from the large exchange will 
also contain the rates from the smaller stations, and this 
book will be located at the large exchange. The smaller 
stations may obtain any desired rate by calling the large 
exchange, and it is also intended to provide them with a 
card giving rates to thirty or forty of the principal points 





c. J. Garlow, 


Mr. 


in the state. It will be seen therefore that so far as this 
new rate scheme is concerned, we have practically adopted 
the so-called “center checking” plan of handling toll busi- 
ness. The necessary routing instructions will be issued in 
connection with the rate book and should prove of great 
assistance in handling the toll business. 

The matter of quoting interstate rates has been taken 
up by the committee with representatives of Missouri, Kan- 
sas and Iowa, and it is probable that these states will adopt 
some similar method so that the same forms and rate books 
may be used by all. 

Your Executive Committee has decided that when the 
new rates are filed with the Railway Commission, the initial 
time limit will be changed from five to three minutes. The 
differences in the initial time limits have been a source of a 
good deal of confusion, as at present all rates to Omaha 
and interstate points are based on a three-minute period, 
while other rates are based on a five-minute period. 

The schedule of rates has been worked out in accordance 
with the following plan and should place our rates on about 
the same basis as used by competing companies in this 
state: 

“One cent per mile for the first 25 miles; for distances 
over 25 and not exceeding 75 miles, add six-tenths of a cent 
for each additional mile; over 75 miles and not exceeding 
100 miles, six-tenths of a cent per mile, plus five cents and 
increased to the nearest multiple of five; over 100 miles, six- 
tenths of a cent per mile increased to the nearest multiple 
of five.” 

The charge for overtime minutes will be approximately 
one-third of the initial charge, but always in multiples of 
five. Night rates will be quoted where the initial rate is 
over 25 cents and will be one-half the day rate, increased to 
the nearest multiple of five. 

The work of preparing the rates is being pushed as rap- 
idly,as possible and it is hoped we will be able to file them 
with the Railroad Commission not later than March 1. 

Mr. L. E. Hurtz, of Lincoln, presented a report on stand- 
ard accounting. 

Interesting figures showing the admirable progress which 
has been made by Nebraska Independents appeared in the 
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report of the secretary-treasurer, R. E. Mattison. Mr. 
Mattison stated, among other things: 

The Association has just closed its most successful year. 
We have more members and more units represented than 
ever before. Our income is nearly doubled and there has 
been a place waiting for all of it. 

We have gone out into the territory and helped pave the 
way for extensions. The largest one of these was the long- 
distance line from Island to Ord, which added 
twenty new towns to our system. 

The Kearney Telephone Company, which seceded some 
two years ago and has been held in line during this time 
by a restraining order from the court, has joined the Union 
forces and is fighting under the Shield of Independence. 
This company has a large local system and is an extensive 
operator of long-distance lines. Its return has greatly 
strengthened conditions in the central part of the state. 

Five exchanges located between Columbus and Norfolk 
have been purchased by Independent interests and will soon 
be added to our list. Three exchanges in the south part 
of the state have disconnected the lines of our competitor 
and have connected with Independent long-distance system. 
This is a conclusive indication that the extensive and excel- 
lent service now given by our long-distance companies is 
meeting the public demand. 

New copper circuits have been constructed from Lincoln 
to Fairbury, Tecumseh to Fairbury via Beatrice, Tecumseh 
to Pawnee City, Hebron to Nelson, Nelson to Superior, 
Grand Island to Ord and Beatrice to Marysville, Kan. More 
long-distance development is planned for this year than was 
completed last year. The local companies through the state 
have been overtaxed with demands for service and we have 
yet to find one company that does not report a gain in the 
number of telephones operated and also a gain in the gross 
receipts. There are now over 120,000 Independent tele- 
phones and 7,500 miles of Independent long-distance lines in 
Nebraska. This property has a valuation of $9,000,000. 

St. Joseph has been rebuilt during the past year and the 
new plant was cut over January 1 of this year. They have 
orders on file for 5,000 telephones and there is every indi- 


Grand 

















Mr. R. E. Mattison. 


cation that this plant will be a great success. We are at 
present connected with it by good copper toll lines and are 
now providing additional circuits. 

Early in October a meeting of representative telephone 
men, about forty in number, all members of this Associa- 
tion, met in Lincoln for the purpose of incorporating this 
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Association. It was-the sense of this meeting that the in- 
corporated association should have its members bound to- 
gether with a stronger tie than existed under the present 
system of voluntary membership. A sub-committee was ap- 
pointed consisting principally of the present members of 
your Executive Committee, who drafted a plan of organi- 
zation which has been incorporated and is now ready for 
active operation. Companies representing 30,000 units have 
made application for membership and the success of the new 
plan is absolutely assured. The objects, benefits and general 
plan of this new system, known as the “Independent Tele- 
phone System of Nebraska,” will be thoroughly presented 
to this convention by other officers. Your Secretary has 
been working on the plan constantly for the past thirty 
days and has found every company that has been ap- 
proached is in favor of the system. 

The field work has been kept up during the year as out- 
lined and directed by your Executive Committee. This 
branch of the work has called your Secretary into one 
hundred and twenty-four towns in the state and has taken 
one-half of his time for the past year. 

The Association has printed and distributed eighty sets 
of standard accounting books prescribed by the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission and approved by the committee 
that was appointed at the last convention. 

The Association levied an assessment on 42,435 units, 
and of this amount 83 1/3 per cent has been collected. The 
expense and income from the standard accounting books 
amounted to $1,000. 

The cash on hand at the beginning of the year, together 
with moneys received during the year from assessments, 
associate membership, convention receipts and miscellan- 
eous items, amounts to $5,416.95, an increase of $2,596.69, 
which is nearly double the receipts of last year. 

Our clearing house department or Traffic Association 
has handled long-distance business during the year amount- 
ing to $58,914.35, which is an increase of 55 per cent over 
last year, and an increase of 114 per cent over two years 
ago. 

The 


being 6 per cent or 


clearing has decreased, this year’s expense 
$.018 per Early in the year 


cost of 


message. 





Mr, W. E, Bell. 


we installed a new system of pro-rating messages. The 
pro-rating is now handled on the percentage basis, instead 
of the average message rate per mile scheme used in the 
old system. 

The new system is much more accurate because each 
message is pro-rated according to its own mileage instead 
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of being an average of a month’s business. This simplifies 
the work and settlements can be made in less time. 

There is a demand from the members of the Clearing 
House for standard supplies for toll accounting. We have 
handled a few during the year, but have not tried to meet 
the demand. Your Secretary wishes to recommend that 





Mr. C. W. Bartlett. 


the Clearing House be authorized to carry in stock a line 
ot these supplies and such others as there may be a de- 
mand for from the members of the Association. 

We have been working on our new rate books for the 
past six months and expect to have them finished and 
ready for distribution the last of April or the first of May. 

Considering the rate book work, the entire change in the 
pro-rating system and the large increase in business han- 
dled, we believe the decrease in the message cost of clear- 
ing is an unusually good showing. 

Our companies are finding a ready market for their 
securities. Nearly all are earning and paying dividends, 
and setting aside funds to cover depreciation. 

With this healthy condition and the increasing demand 
for service, 1910 will certainly be a great year for Inde- 
pendent telephone companies in Nebraska. 

To close this Mr. James H. Jensen, of Blair, 
Nebraska, read the following paper on “Cost of Operating 
a Mutual System”: 

In the fall of 1901 the telephone service given the busi- 
ness men and farmers in and Blair by the Bell 
company was such that it had become almost unbearable. 
A few of our citizens and farmers got together and organ- 
ized a Mutual telephone company, the intentions of which 
were to get telephone service at cost, or nearly so. 

We began with the idea that every subscriber should be 
a stockholder. Each stockholder was required to take out 
one or two shares of stock at $30 each and buy his own 
telephone instruments, one or two as he had use for, and 
build the side lines to the main line at his own expense. 
About thirty subscribers were taken in on this basis and 
the company was incorporated and started to do business. 

Lines were run from Blair to Kennard and Orum and a 
few stockholders were taken in on the route. This ran 
along for a year or two, all expenses being paid out of 
money received for stock sold. 

Then many prospective subscribers began to want tele- 
phone service but did not want to buy stock, so we began 
to rent telephones to them. About the third year, expenses 
began to pile up faster than the money came in and we had 
to make our first assessment of $13 on each share of stock, 


session 


around 
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Our stock was then raised 
We kept right on increasing both stock- 
holders and renters year after year, the renters paying rent 
The first assess- 


to keep up running expenses. 
to $40 per share. 


and the stockholders paying assessments. 


ment, as already stated, was made January 1, 1904. The 
second one of $10 was made January 1, 1905. The 
third one of $15 was made October 7, 1905. The fourth 


1906. The fifth one of $15 
was made February 1, 1907, and the sixth one of $40 was 
made January 14, 1908. 

Of course, we do not figure that all of these assessments 


one of $10 was made April 1 


were used for running expenses, but the greater part of 
them were. Whenever we extended our system, we always 
tried to sell stock enough to pay for such extension, but we 
did not always succeed in doing so and would run in debt, 
Well, we have 
been doing business on this basis and adding stockholders 


and a larger assessment was the result. 
and renters until now we are operating four exchanges, in- 
cluding the towns of Blair, Kennard, Orum and Calhoun, 
giving our patrons free service to each of these places. We 
have 256 stockholders, some of them using two telephones, 
and 585 rented telephones, making a total of 1,000 tele- 
phones in use. It cost us to operate the last year $9,000, or 
a cost per telephone of $9, and the previous year just about 
the same per telephone. 
Of course, we can see 
worst of which is, that we did not expect to grow as we 
did, and did not use as good construction as we should. 
This has made our maintenance double what it would have 
Every 


some of our mistakes now, the 


been had we used good construction in the beginning. 
company ought to use good construction, even though they 
have to borrow all the money to do so, as it will pay in 
the long run. 

Another drawback to a Mutual company is—there are too 
many different minds to satisfy, nearly every one being of 
a different opinion as to how the business should be car- 
ried on. 

From my observation as a director and secretary of our 
company, I believe a telephone company could be run much 
more successfully as a commercial company than a Mutual, 


especially when situated as we are. I believe it would build 





Mr. G. E. Becker, 


up a better system and give better service, if the same men 
were at the head of it all of the time, instead of changing 
officers nearly every year, as is the case with nearly all 
Mutual companies. My reason for this is that in telephone 
business a manager must be able to look ahead and arrange 
for business more than one year ahead. 
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The Wednesday session was opened, as has been de- 
scribed by Mayor J. C. Dahlman. The mayor is a very 
clever speaker, but he made one little slip, greatly to the 
joy of alt present. In offering his services to the boys, 
should they be needed, he invited them to call up Harney— 
and right there he was stopped by a man who knew that 
Harney was a Bell telephone exchange, and shouted: “What 
is your Automatic number?” The mayor knew that he 
had put his foot in it, and signed a contract for an Inde- 
pendent telephone before leaving the hotel. 

The rousing address of Col. C. J. Bills was mentioned 
in last week’s issue. It was followed by the annual address 
of President C. J. Garlow, of Columbus, who said: 

It is with that we 
recommendations of last year all 
about to be. The most important were: a uniform system 
of bookkeeping and to have our Association incorporated. 


seen our 


put into operation, or 


considerable pride have 


The committee appointed at that time to act with the Rail- 
way Commission was not able to simplify our bookkeeping 
as much as we hoped for, but when we become more familiar 
with the system it will be a sure guide to keep our busi- 
ness so we will know what we are doing and enable us to 
readily make our annual reports. 

We are now just completing our incorporation, so that 
soon we will be a legal organization. This has not been 
an easy task. Our own laws and the various decisions of 
the courts of the land and varied conditions of our prop- 
erties have constantly confronted us with danger signals, 
but we have at last agreed upon a form of articles and 
contract. 

We have tried, as forcibly as possible, to impress upon 
our members the importance of standing solidly together, 
and that admonition has been religiously heeded, because 
our acquaintance and business relations and business neces- 
sities have brought us closer together. 

Until within the last year or two it was a common thing 
to find the Independent companies fighting each other, 
but these companies soon got wise to the fact that such 
conduct was what pleased our competitor. They settled 
their troubles and at the present time there is not an In- 
dependent company, to our knowledge, in conflict with 
another. We are proud to know this and congratulate you 
all for using good judgment along this line. 

This has been a great year in the telephone business. 
Many changes have taken place, especially in other states; 
a gigantic effort has been made in at least three states to 
throttle the growth of the Independent movement, but the 
superhuman struggle is like a well equipped but small 
army, struggling against legions, whose places are filled 
and refilled by the new recruits—whose force must over- 


come in the end. In our case a few men may control 
large sums of money and make a few inroads, but the 


people are too many; their power, their progress and their 
success is all solved by the simple solution—stand united. 
This has been our admonition—it has been your action. 
It is hardly necessary for us to dwell upon our duties and 
relations with each other or with the public, but to recom- 
mend and suggest such matters as Our experience, observa- 
tion and knowledge justifies. 

First—We have all experienced the necessity of a method 
of bookkeeping which, without too great cost, will enable 
us to keep accurate tab on our business, and this is what 
we recommended one year ago. and which has been acted 
upon. In our judgment, the system is far too cumbersome 
to be profitable or popular. We would recommend that 
for all exchanges having fifteen hundred telephones or less, 
a simpler method be adopted, as few small companies will 
ever adopt or keep up a system as now outlined. We would 
also recommend that the classification be based upon the 
units of an exchange and not upon capital stock, which 
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in many cases means little. We would suggest that our 
executive committee take this matter up and try and re- 
form the present established system. 

The form of reports new outlined by the Railway Com- 
mission makes it next to impossible for the average com- 
pany to comply with, and much of the information de- 
manded is of little or no value to the state, the stockholder 
or the public. Hence a committee should be appointed to 
confer with the Commission for a of the 
rules now in vogue. 

A law was enacted in 1908, which took effect in 1909, 
levying an occupation tax on the capital stock of corpora- 
tions, and providing a penalty for a failure to comply with 
said law. This act is, 


modification 


in our judgment, unwise, unjust and 
inequitable. 

Unwise, because honest domestic corporations should be 
encouraged for the development of home business. 

Unjust, because all corporated property is subject to a 
just taxation on the same basis as is individual property, 
and should not be subjected to any special tax, unless the 
state is obliged to make expenditures in looking after 
such corporations. It is unjust because it permits the sec- 
retary of state to demand a tax on authorized, and not 
actual capital, thus, as in most cases, taxing capital which 
does not exist. 

A corporation must provide for its future growth or 
amend its articles every year or so, and if an occupation 
tax has any merit or justice it should be based upon actual 
and not authorized capital. and the secretary of state should 
be furnished with proof of the actual capital, and make the 
levy accordingly. 

It is inequitable, because the proportion of the tax on 
small capital is far in excess of the large capital. A suit 
is now pending to test the legality of taxing authorized 
capital, and unless the act is declared void a committee 
should be appointed to confer with the proper legislative 
committee to amend or repeal it. 

We could enlarge on many of the matters touched, but 
time will not permit, and we do not want to tire your 
patience, but we trust we may have said something help- 
ful to our cause. Again, let me beg you to think of the 
few things mentioned which in our judgment deserve most 
careful attention, viz.: 

Ist. A simpler form of bookkeeping. 

2nd. 

3rd. 


A modified form of annual report. 
The repeal of that part of Senate File No. 10 taxing 
“authorized” capital. 

4th. 
employ at least 

5th. The re-districting of our state. 

6th. And the greatest of all, a united effort, under proper 
conditions, to help the situation in Omaha. 


The adoption of means to increase our income to 


Mr. Gary closed the morning session with his stirring 
talk which was all the more appreciated as coming from one 
who has made such a success in the operation of telephone 
properties, and in work for the national association. 

The afternoon session of Wednesday was opened by L. E. 
Hurtz, of Lincoln, who presented an interesting paper on 
“Service.” 

An interesting paper by Miss Nan C. O’Connor, of 
Omaha, dealt with the subject “Toll Operating.” 

Mr. F. J. Day, of Council Bluffs, Iowa, told of conditions 
in his state, and presented facts and figures and his per- 
sonal opinions, which gave his hearers a most favorable 
view of the Independent situation in the state from which 
Mr. Day comes. Good news also came from aown the river 
in the form of an address by Mr. Buford Adams, of St. 
Joseph, Missouri, manager of the big new exchange which 
is just being cut into service. Papers which were to have 
been presented by H. A. Kinney, of Woodbine, Iowa, and 
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Amos Gant, of Falls City, Nebraska, were not forthcoming, 
but the time was very usefully filled by addresses given 
by Mr. P. C. Holdoegel, of Rockwell City, president of 
the Iowa Independent Telephone Association, and Mr. C. J. 
Myers, of Kansas City, who told of conditions in the ter- 
ritories from which they came. Mr. Myers, in particular, 





Mr. H. S. Baker. 


told of very important work of building toll lines, closing 
up contracts with connecting companies, etc., which is 
being done by the Kansas City Long Distance Company. 
He said: 

Growth in Missouri and Kansas. 

“The larger companies in Kansas have erected within the 
last year 1,200 miles of copper metallic toll line circuits, 
and there are now in course of erection within a radius of 
100 miles of Kansas City 478 circuit miles of copper metal- 
lic circuit. There is also in course of erection in the south- 
west part of Kansas, between Hutchinson and Liberal, a 
line of 200 miles of copper metallic circuit. Before we take 
this 478 miles into consideration we have in the state of 
Kansas better than 4,500 miles of copper metallic circuits. 
That does not go into the country or local circuits, or the 
iron circuits. Kansas City passed the first of this year with 
25,300 telephones in service. I do not know of a single 
Independent plant in Kansas and Missouri that has not had 
a gain of telephones in the year 1909, with the exception 
of one. That one has stood just about still, due to the fact 
that there has been a lack of efficient management. 

“T was very much interested in Miss O’Connor’s paper 
on operating. I think one thing stares you right in the 
face all the way through, and that is the centralization of 
toll line ownership. That is the key to the situation, that 
the toll lines should be as much as possible under one 
control “The St. Joe situation is getting along in very 
nice shape. Our line, to take of business that 
come from St. Joe, has been about completed. You know 
Missouri and Kansas went through about the same kind of 
an experience three or four years ago that Iowa has re- 
I believe we had it a little 
Our competitors spent approxi- 
states of Kansas and Missouri, 
But all the way through Mis- 
The fact 


care will 


cently been given a taste of. 
stronger than Iowa has. 
mately $2,500,000 in the 
buying up small properties. 
souri there are some mighty strong companies. 


that there were, at the time this purchase went into effect, 
a number of large toll line companies, just held the whole 
thing together and the purchase of these plants by the 
3ell company has never resulted in any real loss. 





128 


“T think they bought something like 15 or 16 exchanges 
in Kansas alone. They were pretty well scattered around, 
some of them very important points; but in almost every 
one of these points there has either sprung up or is now 
in progress of organization, an Independent company. Toll 
lines have been extended right into these towns regardless 
of whether there was an exchange there or not, because 
we have thought that if we got a good dependable toll serv- 
ice there the patrons would find it of great value to them, 
and they would not have any trouble in getting the ter- 
minals later on. For instance, the Kansas Long Distance 
Company has five strictly toll exchanges. In every one of 
these points the Bell has a local plant. We have gone into 
these towns and have succeeded in building up a very nice 
business, and we have followed up the idea that in any 
town 75 per cent of the toll business is done by 10 per 
cent of the subscribers, and we have got that 10 per cent. 
We are doing a very nice toll business, and in every town 
we have either been offered or have taken a local franchise 
because of the influence of this good toll service.” 

Following the Nebraska Association convention a meet- 
ing of the directors of the Independent Telephone System 
of Nebraska was held, and the following officers were 
elected: President, F. H. Woods; vice-president, C. L. 
Richards; and secretary-treasurer, R. E. Mattison. 


Fun and Sentiment of the Banquet. 

Wednesday evening everybody went over to Council 
Bluffs for the banquet of the two sessions. There was a 
big crowd and it was only a short time before Nebraska 
and Iowa men were getting together in a most friendly 
way, even though many of them had never met before, 
and swapping ideas and opinions and telephone talk dur- 
ing the dinner. The whole banquet room was set ringing 
from time to time with the tuneful voices of the band of 
troubadors reported to have been led by Harry Caman, of 
Beatrice, and including Messrs. Cooper, Stadelman, Walter 
Doolittle, of Chicago, and a few other good fellows from 
Nebraska. 

Judge Baker, toastmaster, kept everybody in the audi- 
ence in laughter and brought almost every speaker in turn 
to the point of tears, by his telling shots in his introductory 
speeches, 

Mr. Gary’s talk on St. Joseph and the telephone situation 
in general contained a great deal of useful information, and 
was none the less acceptable because Mr. Gary’s views are 
of a most cheerful character. 

Mr. Critchfield’s absence was deeply regretted, as it had 
been hoped that he would give an ample history of the 
Chicago situation, and the members were anxious to hear 
from the man who had so much to do with the winning of 
this victory. 

Mr. J. C. Kelsey, of Chicago, spoke on the topic, “Unity 
is Strength,” quoting his old friend Aesop, referring par- 
ticularly to the fable of the fagots which, in a bundle re- 
sisted all efforts to break them, but were easily snapped 
one by one. The moral was obvious that the Independents 
should stick together and by their united strength make 
themselves invincible against the insidious attacks of their 
competitor. 

A powerful impression was made by the address of Mr. 
F. H. Woods, president of the National Independent Tele- 
phone Association, who spoke on the new National system 
and other matters of national interest. Said 


PRESIDENT WOODS: 
“Since we held our convention a year ago there have 
been great changes in the Independent telephone field. 
Great factors and new powers have come into it, and not 
only into the telephone field, but into the general industrial 
situation of the United States. 
“This is a day of momentous events in the financial as 
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well as the industrial affairs of this nation. This fact 
must impress itself upon the intelligence of every man 
who reads, observes and thinks. Not the least striking of 
these events has been the entry into the telephone busi- 
ness—the Independent telephone field—of J. Pierpont 
Morgan. The hand of this wizard of finance is reaching out 
daily after new objects. Financial journals have been 
filled in recent weeks with the record of his achievements 
and his holdings. These tell us that he never more de- 
served the title of the ‘Money King’ of America than at 
the present moment, and that, not taking into the calcu- 
lation the vast enterprises he controls abroad, he wields 
power over corporations controlling eleven billions of 
capital, a sum so large that we cannot even begin to con- 
ceive of it. 

“Only a few weeks ago Mr. Morgan purchased from’ 
Thomas Ryan the control of the great Equitable Life In- 
surance Company for a sum so large that he has been 
unwilling to give the amount. For this he got practically 
no property, just the control for investment purposes of 
the nearly four hundred millions of surplus piled up in 
the course of long years of business. Within three weeks, 
three of the largest trust companies in New York City 
were added to his string of banks, and only last Saturday 
he made the purchase which to-day gives him practical 
control of the transportation facilities of the great city of 
New York. 

“According to the computation made by ‘Finance,’ Mr. 
Morgan is to-day the dominating figure In railway corpo- 
rations capitalized at nearly five billions dollars; in indus- 
trial and commercial enterprises capitalized at nearly two 
and a half billions; in insurance companies controlling over 
a billion of assets and in banks and trust companies with 
assets of about a billion. Add to this the out-of-town 
investments of the Morgan group and again add to that 
the money that he can control through personal or friendly 
connections, and one gets an idea how large looms this 
colossus of finance in the affairs of this country. 

“As the fiscal agent of the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company, the parent Bell corporation, he brought 
about the purchase of an interest in the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, which gives that organization domi- 
nation in the destinies of that veteran in the world of 
Wire communication. A little while ago he went out into 
Ohio and Indiana and invested some twenty-one millions 
in Independent telephone properties, and there is where 
he riveted our immediate and interested attention to him. 

“Prior to that move of Mr. Morgan a great many things 
had happened in the telephone field. It is unnecessary for 
me here and now to give the history of the tgephone fight, 
the prolonged litigation over the right to use expired pat- 
ents, the employment by the Bell company of every variety 
of cut-throat competition. After that had failed and the 
Independent companies continued to prosper they tried the 
sub-license plan on us. When that in turn failed they took 
up another plan, that of going into the field and trying to 
break up the chain of our systems by buying companies 
here and there. Why did they do that? 

Bell has Fought and Lost. 

“The truth is that the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Company, despite the advantage of first occupancy of the 
field and despite its command of unlimited money in days 
that are past, has fought what it now knows to be a losing 
fight. You know how the Bell organization is made up. 
They have a holding company, The American Telephone & 
Telegraph Company, doing a long-distance business, and 
this company controls, through its holding of a majority 
of stock interest in each, forty operating companies, while 
at the same time it manufactures and sells equipment 
through its Western Electric Company. 

“In Ohio, Indiana and Illinois the Bell operating com- 
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pany is known as the Central Union. In Kansas and Mis- 
sour1 it is called the Missouri & Kansas Telephone Com- 
pany; in Iowa, the Iowa Telephone Company, and in 
Nebraska, the Nebraska Telephone Company. It is chiefly 
in the sections where these companies operate that the 
Independents have been most aggressive 
And what has been the result? 


and_ successful. 
The securities of the Cen- 
tral Union are quoted at $34 a share, a share that has a 
$100. Down in $100 shares in the 
Missour:1 & Kansas Telephone Company are quoted at $30. 
| don't think that the Iowa telephone stock is quoted at 
all The last 
share. 


par value of Missouri 


time I saw any quotation it was at $10 a 
Iowa competition had practically reduced it to such 
These 


sold all over the country by the Bell company, which kept 


small value as to be almost nothing. stocks were 


control of all of these properties in itself. Since competi- 
these Bell companies have been valueless 
I think that 
the Central Union has not paid a dividend for fifteen years. 


tion stepped in, 
to the investor seeking returns on his money 


[| don’t know how long the Kansas & Missouri company 
paid dividends, but I don’t think Iowa ever did 
Bell a Dangerous Partner. 

“Some of you, made timid or puzzled by recent events, 
may consider going into partnership with the Bell company 
by making sub-licensee contracts or selling them an inter- 
est, or something of that kind. I want you to notice how 
they have treated the people who went into partnership 
with them in these companies in Ohio, 
Missouri, 


Indiana, Illinois, 


Kansas and lowa. They have not received any 


and down 
To-day the Bell has 


reached the position where it can no longer maintain these 


dividends for years, the stock has gone down 


until it 1s practically worth nothing. 


companies which for years have been a great drain on its 
resources. The only way in which it can keep them going 
has been by charging high rates in New York, Chicago, 
St. Louis, had 


become so 


where it 
strain has 


Cincinnati and other large cities 
a monopoly of the business This 
great that the Bell is obliged lo reorganize these concerns. 

“They are, for imstance, going to put Iowa in with Ne- 
braska and Minnesota and the Dakotas, and they are mak- 
ing similar combinations in sections of the United 
States. They are trying to buy this stock on the market 


other 


for just 
then they will consolidate the systems. 


as few cents on the dollar as they can get it, and 
Men in Iowa who 


invested in the stock of the lowa Telephone Company 
won't get $10 for every $100 they put in years ago. The 
Bell has of the Independents who went 


into partnership with it to compete with their friends and 


used the money 
neighbors and in doing this it has ruined its own companies 
and is retiring them from the field through the process of 
reorganization. : 

“In spite of competition against companies operated re- 
gardless of profits or business conditions, the Independent 
conipanies have continued to grow and prosper, and to-day 
they are operating four millions of the eight millions of 
telephones used in this country. 

Jelly-fish to Have a Backbone. 

“We Independents have been a sort of loose organization 
working together because we had a common interest. We 
were like the jelly-fish, without backbone or ribs. Down in 
New York the Continental Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany was organized, a long-distance company incorporated 
with a capital of fifty million dollars. It started out with 
the avowed purpose of furnishing ‘that backbone and those 


ribs. The Bell people saw that if that was once accom- 


plished the fight would be over; that the Independents 
would be bound together and would have a complete, 
strong system with which they could not thereafter hope 
to successfully compete. 

‘To prevent that every kind of obstacle was placed in the 
way of the 


Continental. It had to be financed over and 
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over, but it has successfully climbed all these barriers and 
it is going ahead. The first thing they did was to put the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Company and the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company together and formed a bil- 
lion dollar trust. They expected to float a new issue of 
securities with which to raise money to come out here and 
buy Independent companies. 


“Evidence of this new intent is found in the fact that 
recently the Bell bought a couple of properties over tn 
Iowa, at Des Moines and Cedar Rapids. It has been a 


hard blow for the Independents of Iowa, but they are 


going to outlive it. New companies will rise up in both 
of these towns. I hear talk of them now, and the papers 
in both cities say the people are beginning to be dissatis- 
fied with the rates and with the service that the monopoly 
has put in since the competing companies have been taken 
out. For one thing the county commissioners at Des Moines 
have ordered out a lot of Bell telephones. In a state like 
lowa where insurgents flourish as they do, a state which 
sends men like Governor Cummins to the senate, monopoly 
will not long thrive. 

“What else did they do? Morgan to 
put that twenty-one million dollars into Independent tele 
phone properties in Ohio. | that when he 
started out he intended to form a trust composed of the 


They induced Mr. 
have no doubt 
principal wire using companies, particularly the Bell com- 


pany, the Western and the Independent telephone 
companies with the larger and stronger systems. It 


Union 
was 
an attempt made to do with money what they had failed 
to do by any other means. About this time he took over the 
Ohio properties the Standard Oil decision was handed down 
at St. The Sherman anti-trust law was vindicated. 
It had been vindicated before, but it had been so long since 
that kind had been rendered that the trust- 
makers had lulled themselves into the belief that they could 
go ahead and form any kind of a trust they pleased. 

““Ehat -St. startled the Wall 
Street. Mr. Morgan saw that under the construction placed 
on the Sherman act by the Federal Court at St. Louis, and 


Louis. 


a decision of 


Louis decision financiers of 


with the laws as they are in the state of Ohio, it would 
not be safe to complete that trust. So he wrote or caused 
to be written a letter to the attorney-general of that state 
in which he outlined what he proposed to do with the prop- 
erties he had acquired and he was going to operate them. 
He said: ‘It is our intention and desire that the companies 
controlled by us shall be operated entirely independent of 
the American Telephone & Telegraph Company and of 
any of its members, and in all respects in compliance with 
law. They will be maintained as competitors of the other 
think he wrote that letter because conditions 


him to do so. 


company. | 
forced At the beginning probably he did 
not intend to go into the Independent telephone business, 
but he has tied up twenty-one million dollars in it and he 
must run it as a competitor of the Bell. 
he must run 
put further 


He must go ahead, 
it as an Independent company and he must 


money into it. 


“Since that Standard Oil decision other stirring things 
have happened. The big financiers thought and suggested 
that the Sherman law ought to be amended that only the 
bad trusts might be annihilated while the good might be 
permitted to continue to shed their upon a 
high-priced land. This suggestion made in view of 
the fact that it was known, the President would: shortly 
send to Congress a message dealing with matters of inter- 
state commerce. We all looked forward with concern for 
that message. When it came it was found that he recom- 
mended that the Sherman law be continued in force, that 
it was impossible to draw a legal distinction between the 
trust that was bad and the trust that 
recommend a federal incorporation law. 
that have upon the telephone business? 


beneficence 
was 


was good. He did 
What effect would 
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“For one thing, it would permit J. Pierpont Morgan and 
the properties in which he is concerned doing an interstate 
business, to incorporate under that act and remove its 
business from the control of the different state authorities. 
The President was urged to recommend in his message, 
when he discussed the federal incorporation act, that the 
telephone and telegraph companies be put under the juris- 
diction of the interstate commerce commission, but he did 
not do so. This defect in the legislation proposed is an 
important matter to which the attention of Congress should 
be challenged. If the recommendations made find their 
way into the statutes in the form proposed, the telephone 
and telegraph trust, by taking advantage of the federal in- 
corporation clause, could for an indefinite period occupy 
the unique position of an uncontrolled trust. If federal 
incorporation is permitted to remove it trom control of the 
state authorities, we would have the spectacle of a trust 
running wild under the law. If we are going to permit that 
trust to incorporate, let us see to it that it is so controlled 
that it cannot run wild over us. 

A Better Organization. 

“The Independents are very much alive and prospering 
to-day. What we most need now is a better organization. 
It is upon organization that we must depend for our vic- 
tories. This organization must be thorough, it must be 
compact, it must be effective. We need a good county 
organization, a good state organization and a new national 
organization. If we get the proper kind of organizations 
and work together there cannot be any question about the 
result. We want a national system, for one thing, that will 
bind us together and enable us to give the country a long- 
distance service such as it demands—and all other kinds of 
service. 

“Activity is being forced by conditions along various 
lines that will be beneficial to the Independent telephone 
interests of the country. Mr. Morgan’s purchase in Ohio 
was made for the purpose of blocking the westward way 
of the Continental; but the laws render that move effective, 
and he has placed himself where he must stay with us 
Samuel Hill, son-in-law of James J. Hill, has bought the 
Portland, Ore., plant and is coming into the game. In 
Chicago, J. Ogden Armour is proposing to build a tele- 
phone system which will provide the Independents with the 
terminal facilities and connections the west has desired for 
years. And here comes the Continental across the country 
to furnish our systems with the backbone and the ribs they 
have heretofore lacked. 

“With these four interests throwing out feelers in this 
direction, the Independent who sells to the Bell now is 
putting his wares on a market where there is but one bid- 
der. If any of you who are now in the telephone business 
are considering selling out, business prudence dictates that 
you wait until the Continental gets its system into this 
country, wait until the Morgan interests come this way, 
wait until Hill and Armour get in and get at work. You 
will then have four or five purchasers to deal with and can 
make a better bargain. 

“In the meanwhile, until one or more of these things 
comes to pass, there is but one wise course open to us. Get 
closer together. This is the basis of the plan which your 
national association is engaged in moulding. The state 
association should be made up of a perpetual or continuing 
membership, and this can be possible only through mutual 
agreements, agreements that are binding and effective, that 
insure the continued affiliation of each company with all 
other Independent companies through a period of years. 
On the same basis it is proposed to build up the national 
association. The details of that plan, I take it, you are 
all familiar with. 

A Solid Front. 


“The problems of finance and good construction are the 
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ones with which we have dealt most largely in the past. 
We have now reached the point where we must so or- 
ganize that we present a solid front to the trust, to weld 
ourselves together so that no defection is possible. The 
financial success of the Independents in the past has been 
accomplished against great odds, but the fact that we have 
been successful so far should make us all alive to the neces- 
sity of preserving our solidarity, so that we may move for 
ward and fulfill our obligations to the public. 
obligations is the giving of the best service possible. 


One of these 


“Harrimanize”’ Your Properties. 

“No name in the world of engineering stands higher than 
that of Edward H. Harriman, the late head of the great 
Union Pacific System. Years ago the Union Pacific was a 
bankrupt. It owed large sums to the Government that it 
had no means of paying. 
looked it over and turned it money 
proposition. Along came Harriman, bought it at 
closure sale, paid off the government obligations and pro 
ceeded to expend fabulous sums in reconstructing it, much 
more than it cost him originally. So were his 
expenditures that he was dubbed a crazy man. Yet today 
the greatest monument to his skill and business ability is 
that selfsame Union Pacific railway. He made of it an ef- 
ficient transportation company, he gave service. He put it 
in shape where it was possible to give better service than 
other 
paying 10 per cent and its average market price today is 
around $200, rising there from $10 to $25 and $50 by leaps 
and bounds. 


Men of Morgan’s perspicuity 


down as a making 


i¢ re- 


immense 


railroads. In a few years its common stock was 


“The term ‘Harrimanize’ is a term engineers conjure 
with. It means putting a corporation in shape to give first 


class service, and when you do that there is no question 
about being able to get a good price for it. The American 
people want service above everything else; they want the 
best and they are willing to pay for it. 
cept poor service at any price. Now 
‘Harrimanize’ our telephone systems and relephone prop- 
erties. And I want to tell you that if you will do this, put 
your property in shape so that you will give to the peo- 
ole in the territory you serve the kind of service they 
want, you will absolutely dominate that situation. 

“There is no 
cannot establish an Independent telephone system that will 
absolutely dominate these two states, and then we will be 
assured that any of these big concerns that come along and 
want to get into the telephone business, will do business 
with us. 

“If we go torward along these lines we are going to 
build up Independent telephone that 
monuments to the business ability and integrity of those 
who developed them. We will build up a that 
will be so good, a business that will pay such handsome 
dividends, and that will pay the managers of the properties 
such good returns, that when anybody talks of buying us 
out we won’t listen to him for a minute. We won’t want 
to sell out. We are like the children of Israel 
going towards the Promised Land. We are about to com- 
plete this system we have been working for years to ac- 


They will not ac- 
what we must do is 


reason why we in lowa and Nebraska 


properties will be 


business 


who are 


complish. 

“Unfair competition may have made some of you tired 
and inclined, even in sight of the goal, to attempt to go no 
further. Stick together, gentlemen, is my advice. Stick 
together and you will make your properties worth more 
than you had ever hoped. Getting together and staying to- 
gether under the national plan means cementing the In- 
dependent telephone companies of the country in a lawful 
combination that will preserve individual ownership and 
yet give us all of the benefits that accrue from association 
of effort and capital. It means for all of us profitable con- 


tinuance in a business that we have devoted years and cash 
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to build up to splendid proportions. It means the certain 
opportunity to reap the rewards that are just now within 
our search and reach. It is a great opportunity that is be- 


fore you. If we grasp it the victory will be ours.” 
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Reference has been made to other speakers in the previ- 
ous issue of TELEPHONY. The banquet was brought to a 
fitting close by Mr. Manford Savage’s enthusiastic and 
eloquent address on “Loyalty.” 


The Iowa Convention 


On Thursday, January 20, the formal program of the lowa 
association was inaugurated by a speech of welcome delivered 
by Mayor Thomas Maloney of Council Bluffs, to which Mr. 
J. C. Thorne of Fairfield, Iowa, responded. 

PRESIDENT HOLDOEGEL 
said in his annual address: 

“During the last session of the Legislature the bill ‘or the 
state control of public utilities lacked only one vote in the 


Senate of being able to get through the legislature. Senator 
Saunders last night presented to you some matters that I 


believe are inevitable. Legislative control of utilities is a 

















Mr. J. M. Plaister, the New lowa President. 


matter that has been so little discussed throughout the state 
of Iowa that when it was brought up at the last session it 
was entirely new; very few people knew anything :about it. 
There was such a demand for information that the commit- 
tee was unable to furnish a sufficient supply of literature to 
give the information to the different parties asking for it. 
But in the face of the fact that it was entirely a new prop- 
osition, and the first time that it had been presented to the 
Legislature in this state, it lacked simply the one vote of 
carrying through the Legislature perhaps the most complete 
bill for the control and government of utilities that has ever 
been presented to a Legislature. There was a committee 
appointed by the chairman of the Senate to investigate the 
matter of utilities and their control and make a complete 


report at the next session of the Iowa Legislature. That re- 


will be filed—perhaps printed for public distribution— 
prior to the next session, and the one point I desire to bring 
to you in the interest of all utilities, but more especially in 
the interest of the telephones, is that you get this report, read 
it carefully, and be ready to enter into an intelligent discus- 
sion of the regulation that will be recommended by the com- 
mittee, in order that we may have throughout the state people 
who are ready and willing to go up to their senators and rep 
resentatives with such information as may be of value to them, 
and give it to them in tangible form, and perhaps with the 
influence of home“prestige back of the things that shall there 
be recommended. 
proper regulation 


port 


This bill is not only necessary for the 
and the operation and mainte- 
nance of these utilities, but puts these utilities upon a sub 


successful 


stantial financial footing, whereby capital would know the 
manner in which it was invested, and where franchises, as 
Mr. Saunders suggested last night, would continue indefi- 


nitely for the service of the people, allowing capital to be 
invested knowing that ruinous rates would be done away with 

“There are localities where service has been furnished by 
the Independents at seventy-five per cent of its cost. Many 
have not known what that cost was; being new in the enter- 
prise, they have failed to consider the matter of interest and 
depreciation. I wonder how many of us sit down and figure 
a proper amount of depreciation on our plants when we are 
figuring what they are paying? 
yesterday who in ordinary business matters I would believe 
to be very conservative, being well posted in other lines of 
business, he said: ‘Our plant has been in 
seven years, and we have not had very much depreciation, 
so have made no provision for it. The man looks at 
that matter from a business standpoint must know that at the 
end of the first year a certain per cent of that plant is gone, 


In talking with a gentleman 


operation only 


who 


and at the end of the second year another per cent is gone; a 
part of its life is worn out. That depreciation charge must 
be made, and that is the reason, when we come to figure 
interest and @epreciation on plants that are making 12 or 
15 per cent, we find that we are delivering that service to the 
people at less than cost. We have met the experience a time 
or two. I call to mind, 
passed into the hands of our competitor, where the conditions 
were such. because of free service established throughout a 
large section of the county in competition, that the plant was 
simply unable to exist. 


as you will, a plant which recently 


“Last year I tried as an experiment the placing of an 
article in every directory under the title of ‘Some Comments,’ 
showing what the telephone industry is doing for the state, 
and putting in also a short, concise statement of what is 
termed the telephone paradox—the fact that as the number of 
telephones in operation cost 
maintenance and operation per telephone increases. 
prising when you talk with business people about it the first 
time, how they almost laugh at a proposition of that sort. 
People don’t read the things you put in your directory gen- 
erally, but every communication that goes from our office to 
a subscriber, be it a letter, a. statement, an answer to a com- 
plaint, or anything of that sort, has a rubber stamp put 
across the face of it: ‘Have you read page —— of the last 
directory? If not, please do so. We have found that that 
has been bearing fruit in all of our rural communities. Now, 


increases, the of construction, 


It is sur 
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is it possible to educate the public by bringing them informa- 
tion that they will accept if they receive it largely through 
our directories and through journalistic efforts? 

“T was told this morning that there appeared in one of our 
lowa papers the other day an editorial advocating that the 


people guard carefully against the election of any person to 

















Mr. W. J. Thill. 


the Legislature who had an interest of any sort in any public 
That 
the things we need to meet. 


Shall we 


utility. comes from a journal of influence. These are 


Are we prepared to meet them? 


let them go unanswered, or shall we attend to them 


as they come? 
Price of Corn and Telephone Service. 
“As to this matter of control and regulation, who of us 


would not be willing and glad to submit to a board of 


experts the proposition of regulation of telephone rates? Here 


is an argument that is very easily produced and would be 


readily considered. A farmer friend of mine came in the 


other day to settle his bill and wondered how soon they were 


going to get their farm line service for $10 a year, since we 


had such a large number of subscribers and were constantly 


growing. It came in nice. He was there settling his 


bill and | 
that he had just put in the bin, to 


very 
bushels of corn 
Iforses. I had 


a bushel and given him a check for it. | 


was paying him for a hundred 
feed our 
paid him 65 cents 
‘Do you remember when we established those telephone 
We bought your corn at that 


fi Tr $1.50 


said 


rates ? time at about 25 cents 
1 bushel. We 
linemen for $2, 
we are paying you 65 cents for your corn, paying linemen $3 


And 


a reduction in the price of a 


hired men a day to perform labor; 


operators for $3, $4 or $5 a week. Today 


per day, and operators $25 to $40 per month yet you 


come here and ask for com- 


are getting on which the price 
And the gen 


modity—the only one that you 
has not been practically doubled in that time.’ 
tleman left prepared to advocate to his neighbor a raise in 
telephone rates.” 

Mr. John MacVicar, of Des Moines, a speaker of national 


reputation, ably discussed “Competition.” 


Papers were presented as follows: “A Library for the 
Operating Telephone Company,” by Arthur Bessey Smith, 
Chicago: “Operating Rural Lines,” by W. H. Barker, San 


Miss Marvy 


The morning session closed with a 


born, Iowa; “Discipline in the Operating Room,” 
Bluffs. 
B. Hoge of Chicago, who had also spoken 
He showed 


Leaone, Council 
short address by J. 
before the members of the Nebraska association. 
the benefits of the Telephone Fire Insurance Exchange which 
is being operated by prominent telephone men as a co-opera- 
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tive system to reduce rates on insurance to Independent tele- 
phone companies, and his presentation of the subject created 
a great deal of interest. 

During the Thursday afternoon session Mr. C. J. 
gave an interesting talk on long distance business and other 


Meyers 


topics. 

Mr. C. J. Garlow spoke for “Nebraska” in his 
esting and helpful vein. 

Hunter L. Gary, of Macon, Missouri, gave some interesting 


usual inter 


pointers on conditions in Missouri. 

The absence of Mr. C. B. Cheadle of Joliet, Illinois, made 
it impossible to obtain his views of “Connections,” which were 
much desired. 

Mr. J. C. Sullivan of Creston, Iowa, who was to have pre- 
“Pioneer Days in Telephony” was kept 


sented a paper on 


away from the convention by illness. 
On Friday Mr. F. L. Owen of Red Oak, 


number of very practical hints on “Construction,” which were 


Iowa, presented a 


followed by some discussion. 
Mr. H.-S. Ash of Bedford, hit the 
with his paper, which is to be published at a future time. 


monopoly idea hard 


The final business of the meeting included the election of 
the following offcers: 
President, J. M. Plaister, Ft. 
Des Moines; executive committee, J. 
A. Kinney, Woodbine; P. C. 


In closing the members adopted 


Dodge; secretary, W. J. Thill, 
C. Thorne, Fairfield; H. 
Holdoegel, Rockwell City. 

resolutions favoring the 


patronage of the Telephone Fire Insurance Exchange: and 


extending thanks to the city of Council Bluffs, to the local 
company and to the retiring president. 





Competition.* 
By John MacVicar. 
\mong the great inventions conceived by the mind of 
God 
inventions to be blessings to all mankind—to lighten the 
add to the 
can only come to the masses by 


man is the science of telephony. intends all such 


burdens and comforts of all. These benefits 


the cost of such service 


being kept at a moderaté. rate, and this will not be under 

















Mr. F. J. Day. 


Des 
many years enjoyed exceptional telephone service at low 
Recently the lines 


a monopoly of the service. In Moines we have for 
rates because we had competing lines. 
were consolidated and it is not all imagination that causes 


*Abstract of an address at the convention of the Towa Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association. 
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us to realize that the service is not now up to its former 
standard, and that the cost is increasing and will in the not 
distant future increase very more. 

When a small boy at school we used to have writing 


much 


lessons. This is not the custom now. Possibly it is not 
considered worth while to attempt to compete with the 
typewriter. The teacher used to give us “copy.” I recall 


several texts he used to inscribe at the top of our writing 
books. They are fixed indelibly on my mind, and I learned 
to believe in them. The precepts they taught remained 
close to me for many, many years. 

A copy that I recall is, “Competition is the life 
of trade.” I learned to believe in that, but am now told 
that it is a fallacy. 


text 


We find two classes of people who on 
all other subjects, economical, political or what not, are 
as far apart as the east is from the west, that agree ex- 
actly that this text is a fallacy. That competition instead 
of being the life, is the death of trade, is the avowed be- 
lief of the socialist on the one hand and the great monop- 
The greatest factor today in 
not 
talks so often and so eloquently on this subject from the 


oly interests on the other. 


visionary friend who 


the growth of socialism is our 
humanitarian view, but those who are fast eliminating com- 
petition through restraint of trade—the monopolist. 

The socialist advocates collective method of production; 
individual production upon the theory that it 
will remove labor from the competitive field, and secure 


is against 


for it a greater share of the profits of what it produces. 


The monopolist, the “Captain of Industry,” advocates the 
collective method of production as against individual pro- 
duction so that 
controlling the cost price, the selling price, and the profits 


on the product. 


competition may be eliminated, thereby 


The one is a socialist hoping to earn a 
better living and the other a socialist in order to amass 
fortune. both object to having labor and 


greater They 


commerce, as it has been expressed, “abandoned to an- 
archial competition.” 
So far as observation goes we of lesser learning in the 


that 


fine 


feel possibly there is a 
the spun 
production being a boon to the masses, but it 
be a winner when applied to collective capital. 
of living has reached an alarming stage. 


science of socialism screw 
collective 
seems to 


The cost 


loose somewhere in theories of 


The government 
experts investigate and tell us that it is because there are 
too many stores dealing in food products, thus increasing 
the cost of handling. 
tribution, 


This doctrine leads to collective dis- 

the hands of private means 
the hands of the government means 
It would seem to the uninitiated that the trouble 
is the lack of open and unrestrained competition between 
the time the product leaves the producer and reaches the 
consumer. The monopoly of railroad rates and combina- 
tions of the middlemen eliminating competition is the real 
cause of the abnormal cost of living. 


which in parties 
monopoly, and in 


socialism. 


The railroads say it is impossible to survive under com- 
petition. A short time ago a prominent railroad president 
said that in his opinion railroad rates should be as inflexible 
as are postage rates. We are engaged in Des Moines in 
an attempt to settle the differences existing between our 
There is a 
demand among a considerable portion of the community 
that the new franchise provide a practicable and equitable 


street railway company and the community. 


method of securing some time in the future, municipal 
However, many of our people think this is of 
no consequence, that the community will never want to take 
Well, I am not so sure about that. 
This elimination of competition, this making railway rates 
as stable as postage rates under supervision of the govern- 
ment together with the decisions of our courts that these 
public service companies, like telephone companies, and 


ownership. 


over its railway system. 
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water companies, and railroads are entitled to earn only 


a reasonable return upon their actual investment, leads to 
the inevitable conclusion that whenever these companies 
are in fact restricted to only a reasonable earning, say, of 
4, 5, or 6 per cent, thus preventing over capitalization and 
exploitation, captains of industry will no longer desire to 
continue the operation of these public service companies 
supplying’ the energies necessary and assuming the risks 
attendant thereto. Naturally, they will prefer to own the 
bonds on the plants, thereby receiving 4, 5 or 6 per cent, 
and will be only too willing to have the government and 
the municipalities do the work while they clip coupons or 
find other investments providing greater possible profits. 
Where all this is going to land us I am sure | don’t know. 
how to solve these 
am wise enough 


[ didn’t come out here to tell you 
questions anyway for I[ fear that | 
to do it. I cannot, however, but pin my faith to my early 
education which taught me to believe that “Competition is 
the life of trade.” I believe in individual opportunity which 
these socialist doctrines of elimination of competition, 
whether promulgated by the Captain of Industry or by the 
well meaning but mistaken individual who wants common 
ownership of all property, is about to wipe out. So far 
as I have attempted to follow the doctrine of socialism, it 


not 


leads only to chaos 





$1,000,000,000 Copper Merger Reported. 

Wall St. is putting one over on the Administration this week 
in a $1,000,000,000 copper trust—while the Administration is 
taking a lick at beef with its eyes shut. The companies which 
will go into the merger are those having mines in the Butte 
district, the list including: 

Capitalization. 
$155,000,000 

30,000,000 

25,000,000 

3,750,000 

2,000,000 


Amalgamated 
SIN 6 nc sx ink bd eran AR ELO Oa Dab hase dates came eere 
Utah Copper Company 
ee IEEE LS Tee OTe eT ee Tee ee et 
Butte and Boston 


Parrott Silver and Copper Company...........--+eeeee- 2,298,500 
Washoe Comper COMDOR o...0cccecccescncsccosawenesaees 5,000,000 
Colorado Smelting and Mining Co...........cccsccevces 2,500,000 
PED ENUE, ov aie hci e kc baer iewceodennteeeeeNseerewean 11,000,000 


The promoters, as usual, promise economy in production, 
and that they expect to make money out of the deal is shown 
by the size of the attorney’s fee, $775,000, said to have been 
paid Sam Untermyer for putting the deal through. 





Discussion of Telephone Work by Employes at Topeka. 

Reference has been made several times to the meetings held 
by the employes of the Topeka Independent Telephone Com- 
pany at Topeka, Kansas, and the valuable results of the work 
thus carried on informally. These meetings will be continued 
throughout 1910. Operators will get together for discussions 
of topics connected with their work soon and three or four 
papers will be prepared and read by members of the staff. The 
social atmosphere of these meetings is not neglected. The 
company invited the operators to be its guests at a New Year’s 
dinner, and although the operators commended those in charge 
of the feast for furnishing a bounteous spread, they were all 
on deck ready to handle connections with their usual prompt- 
ness on the morning of the second, 

The ladies do not monopolize the talking in this exchange, 
however, as meetings of the men to discuss topics in which 
they are particularly interested are being held and will continue 
to take place once a month from now until hot weather. 

Mr. H. E. Davis, superintendent of operation and equipment, 
is very enthusiastic about the results obtained in this work, 
and particularly in the co-operation which the departments are 
giving to the officers of the company. Mr. Davis receives the 
cordial support of General Manager Hemphill and President 
Theodore Gary in his efforts to further activities in this line. 








Practical Kinks in Toll Line Testing and 


Trouble Location 
By Edward Billings 


In the operation and maintenance of toll lines and cables, 
various kinds of trouble are constantly being brought to 
our attention. Some of them are of a relatively simple 
nature, easily localized and corrected, while others, of a 
more subtle character, cause much grief and worry on the 
part of the management before they are finally found and 
remedied. Especially is this true of troubles of an inductive 
kind, such as those arising from imperfect methods of trans- 
position, exposure to high tension lines, etc. 

In a broad sense, toll lines may be divided into two 
classes as regards their maintenance: First, those which 
are constantly supervised by a wire chief and, perhaps, his 
assistant, usually taking care of a relatively large toll line 
system; and, second, those which are taken care of by a 
man, or men who divide their time between this and many 
other duties, and who have little time, perhaps, for toll 
line supervision. 

The wire chief is usually supplied with all of the neces- 
sary electrical equipment to enable thorough tests for lo- 
calization of faults to be made. The man in charge of the 
smaller system, however, is not usually so fortunate as his 
big neighbor in this respect, and perhaps has neither the 
time nor inclination to become familiar with the use of 
high grade instruments. It is to the latter person, who is 
obliged to depend upon the more rough and ready tests for 
localization of faults, such for example as magneto, and 
listening tests, that the writer would speak, making his 
remarks as plain as possible by approaching the subject 
from the troubleman’s viewpoint, rather than from that 
of the wire chief. 

The more common troubles which occur on toll lines are: 

A short-circuit between both conductors comprising the 
line, usually referred to as simply “short circuit,” or “loop 
crossed out.” 

Contact, or cross between two different circuits, usually 
termed “toll cross.” 

Loose wires becoming grounded, usually termed “ground- 
ed.”’ 

Circuit broken, usually termed “open.” 

Poor connection in circuit, usually termed “high resist- 
ance” or “cut out.” 

Cross-talk, often termed “induction.” 

Induction from power or light circuit, termed “induction” 
or “noisy,” involving one, or both, of the named troubles 
in combination. 

When the line is reported as being out of order in one 
of the larger offices, or toll line systems, the wire chief 
proceeds as follows: First. he ascertains the nature of the 
trouble; second, proceeds to localize it by means of the 


— _ = 














Fig. 1. Toll Line Made Noisy by Ground at X. Troubleman at 
Y—His Problem, Which Way Is X? 
various tests at his command; and third, having localized 


the fault, assigns a troubleman to the work of clearing it, 
giving him definite instruction how to proceed. He tells 
him, for example, to take the train to X Crossing, drive 
to Smith’s blacksmith shop and then look for a trouble on 
No. 3 circuit, which is “short circuited.” The value of such 
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advance instructions, to the company, is obvious. A saving 
in time is effected, because of the definite instructions given 
to the troubleman, which enable him to use all speed in 
getting to Smith’s blacksmith shop before he need spend 
any time in looking for his trouble. 

Tests can be made, by means of electrical measuring in- 


0 TEMPORARY 
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Fig. 2. Troubleman at Y Puts on Temporary Short Circuit, A or 
B Finds Line Quiet, C or B Hears Noise; Troubleman 
Proceeds Toward C. 

















struments, which will frequently locate the trouble on the 
line within one-half mile or less. No such refinements of 
localization are possible to the operator or troubleman in 
a smaller system, however, who is dependent for his lo- 
calizations on magneto and listening methods. 


‘Under the latter conditions, the trouble will be located 
approximately between two offices, and where these offices 


are a considerable distance apart, the tendency of the 
troubleman when driving over the lead (and often the 
temptation is great) is to cut the wires for testing pur- 


poses. This is particularly so under conditions of bad 
roads and in inclement weather, where perhaps more than 
half of the distance between towns has been patrolled and 
no trouble found. Cutting of wires for purposes of tests 
is seldom necessary, and should not be resorted to unless 
all other methods have failed, since faults of nearly all 
kinds can be run down without this being necessary, and, 
too, because promiscuous cutting of wires leads to further 
trouble. 

It is almost impossible at this day to find a toll line so 
free from outside disturbing influences but that practically 
any of the troubles mentioned above will hardly fail to re- 

This resultant condition 
ready localization of the 


sult in the line’s becoming noisy. 
of noise lends itself to a more 
faults by listening methods, than would be possible if this 
noisy condition were not present. and assists in localization 
without cutting of wires. 

Here we 
have a toll line extending between stations 4A and D, which 
has become grounded at point X, and, as a direct result, is 
noisy. Quick magneto tests locate the trouble between 
stations B and C. No testing ‘instruments being at hand 
to more definitely locate the fault, the trouble man is dis- 
patched from A to B, informed that the trouble is between 
B and C, and asked to patrol the lines and scan the wires 
between the two latter stations, a distance of say 12 miles. 
Now, after the troubleman has traveled over half of the 
distance between B and C, and has not found his trouble, he 
should make a test by securing the co-operation of an at 
tendant at some of the stations on the line, for listening 
purposes. Suppose that he has arrived at, and climbs a 
pole at point Y, and asks an attendant at exchange A to 
listen in on the line while he puts a temporary short-circuit 
across it. Care should be used in making this short-circuit 
to have the line wires clean and bright, so that the “short” 
will be a good one, i. e. of no resistance. If the line wires 
are of copper, additional care must be used not to nick or 
otherwise injure them. The condition of the line during 


Let us consider the case represented in Fig. 1. 
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the period that the troubleman maintains it in a _ short- 
circuited condition is shown in Fig. 2. 

Under this condition the line will be quiet to any person 
listening in from the A or B offices, and noisy to any person 
who may listen in at C or D. The trouble will always be 
toward the end on which the noise is heard, and away from 


TELEPHONY 





135 


a considerable degree of success may attend their use, pro- 
vided the lineman is thoroughly acquainted with the local 
conditions, line testing in general, and can use the tests 
sufficiently often to become skilled by experience. 

Iron lines are more favorable for the making of such 
listening tests as described, since the higher resistance of 
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Fig. 3. Illustrating Approximately Balanced Condition of A End 
of Line Under Temporary Short Circuit. 


the end which is quiet. In making this test. if the trouble- 
man has secured an attendant at either A or D the interven- 
ing stations, or bridges B or C need not be removed from 
the line. The troubleman will thus be apprised from the 
nature of the reports of the stations on either side of him 
that he has not yet reached his trouble; but must continue. 
The reason why the line will be quiet to the A end during 
the time the temporary short circuit is maintained by the 
troubleman is because it is in a balanced condition, as shown 
in Fig. 3. Of course the line will not probably be any more 
quiet during the time the “short” is being maintained than 
it is in its customary condition, but toll lines are usually 
so built and transposed that it is rare to find one that is 
normally noisy. Suppose again, that the troubleman pro- 
ceeds, and passes the trouble without seeing it, and arrives 
at a point, say two miles beyond his trouble, as Z, Fig. 4, 
and again calls the 4 or B office with the request for some- 
one to listen while he again short-circuits the line wires. 
He will now have a balanced condition to the C and D end, 
and an unbalanced condition to the A and B end. Hence 
the A operator will report the line noisy, and the D operator 
will report quiet, while the “short” is maintained on the 
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Fig. 4. ‘‘Short’”? at Z Makes Line Seem Quiet to C. 


line. Applying the rule that the trouble is always towards 
the noisy end, the lineman will be apprised that he has 
passed his trouble. 

Listening tests of this nature will not usually locate the 
trouble within one or two poles, but will locate it closely 
enough, in practically all cases, to afford the troubleman 
sufficient knowledge to enable him to quickly run it down, 
and furnish plenty of arguments against promiscuous cut- 
ting. In fact, these tests will, under favorable conditions, 
locate trouble much closer than a mile. 

If all ground trouble which occurs on toll lines were of 
a solid nature, that is, of low resistance at the point of 
contact between the line and the ground, and if all lightning 
grounds on the poles were in the same intimate contact 
with the earth, the troubleman would be easily able to test 
for the fault himself with a considerable degree of accuracy, 


Fig. 6. Grounds Applied for Listening Tests to Determine Direction 
of Low Resistance ‘‘Short.’’ 

the wires, as compared with copper, makes a greater ratio 

of change in the short-circuit across the receiver, or a 

greater unbalance, in the first test described, than is caused 

by the copper between two testing points an equal distance 

apart. 

A little study of a short-circuited condition of a toll line 
will indicate that the first test mentioned, i. e., that of hav- 
ing an attendant listen in at the exchange while the trouble- 
man puts the line in condition for test, can be applied to this 
also, provided the “short-circuit” is a “solid” one. This is 
usually the case when a loop is crossed out on copper lines, 
for when copper conductors are swung together in a span 
they are generally in a good electrical contact. 

Assume now, that both sides of a circuit have swung 
together at X, Fig. 6, and the resistance at the point of 
contact between wires is low and comparatively constant. 
Assume now the troubleman starts out from A towards B, 
and on arriving at point Y climbs the pole and asks the 
attendant at A to listen in on the line while he applies a 
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INustrating Tests for Lines Crossed Together. 


ground to one side of the circuit. It will be apparent, on 
inspection of the figure, that during the period while the 
ground is on at Y, the condition of the line with respect to 
balance is similar to the condition shown in Fig. 4, when 
the “short” is applied at Z; hence the line will be reported 
noisy by the A, and quiet by the B attendant. This will 
indicate to the troubleman that he has not yet arrived at 
the short circuit, or trouble; for, applying to the report 
the rule that the noise is always on the end including the 
ground, he will know that he must proceed further to find 
the fault. If, now, (the short being “solid’”) he passes the 
fault without seeing it and arrives at point Z, that is, on the 
side of the trouble remote from the A exchange, he calls 
for a test from here, simultaneously applying a ground to 
one side of the circuit, the report from either or both 
exchanges will be reversed from the former one, that is, 
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Fig. 5. A Fairly Good Test for Experienced Troublemen to Use. 


while listening in successively with a receiver at different 
points along the line, as shown in Fig. 5, with the idea in 
mind that, as the ground trouble is approached, the receiver 
will become more and more short-circuited through the 
fault, and the noise more and more reduced as the trouble 
is approached. Unfortunately such conditions do not 
usually exist, hence such tests are not always reliable. Still 





‘OPEN 
Fig. 8. Direction of “Open” Is Determined by Office Which Can 
Be Called. 


office A will report “line quiet,” and office B, “noisy,” indi- 
cating to the troubleman, by application of the rule, that 
he has passed the trouble. If, on the other hand, the at- 
tendant at the A office had reported that the line was 
quieter than when the test was made at Y, but not as quiet 
as usual, and simultaneously the B attendant had reported 
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the line quiet, the troubleman would in all probability be 
calling for a test at a point near R. He would thus be in- 
formed that he was approaching the trouble, but had not 
yet reached it. 

The value of such listening tests is great at times, when 
the trouble is of such a nature that it is not readily apparent 
to the eye; at times where the lines are built on private 
property for a considerable distance, and hence are hard to 
follow except on foot; at points where loops leave the main 
line for a distance of a mile or upwards; in the dusk of 
the evening, when the troubleman is in doubt whether he 
has passed the trouble or not, and at other times which 
will be apparent to the troubleman himself. These tests 
are fairly reliable, and with care and experience on the part 
of the attendants who do the listening, are productive of 
close localization. 

Tests exactly similar to those heretofore described can 
be applied to two lines crossed together, regardless of 
whether the cross results directly in noise on either circuit 
or not. A case of this nature,is shown in Fig. 7. Suppose 
that the cross between the two circuits has occurred at 
point X and as a result both lines are noisy. The lineman, 
having arrived at point Y, can request the attendant to 
listen in on circuit No. 1 while he simultaneously applies a 
short-circuit at Y, thus making the condition similar to 
that of Fig. 2 with the “short” applied at Y. The report 
from the office, under these conditions, will be, “quiet” at 
office A, and “noisy” at office B. These reports by the 
same rule will inform the troubleman that he has not yet 
arrived at the cross. In this case, if the cross between the 
circuits has not rendered them noisy, the lineman when he 
calls for a test on circuit No. 1, can apply a ground to one 
of the wires of circuit No. 2, simultaneously with the appli- 
cation of a short-circuit to No. 1. This will easily cause 
enough disturbance to enable a good listening observation 
to be made, by either or both attendants. 

An open line is, of course, easier for the troubleman to 
locate by a test, as his ability or inability to call a particular 
office from various points along the line indicates when he 
has passed the fault. For example, in starting out from 
A toward B, on an open line, Fig. 8, he will be able to 
call only 4A on any test made between A and Y. Once the 
fault is passed, he cannot call A, but can signal B. 

(To be continued.) 





New Business and Improvements at Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 

Business is on the boom with the Home Telephone & 
Telegraph Company, of Fort Wayne, Ind. During the past 
few weeks the company has secured contracts for the 
installation of the following P. B. X. systems: 

Indiana Furniture Company, Fort Wayne Box Company, 
Indiana Inspection Bureau, Ballou & Hoffman, St. Joseph 
Hospital, W. K. Noble, Fort Wayne Drug Company, First 
National Bank and Lincoln National Life Insurance Com- 
pany. 

The new Shoaff building is now being occupied by ten- 
ants and the result of this is that the demand for Home 
Telephone Company telephones in that building is some- 
thing enormous. The structure is the biggest and most 
modern office building in the city and each suite will want 
at least one telephone. As the number of suites is well 
over 150, it is evident that the business done by the Home 
company in this building will be very large. 

The Home company has decided to equip the entire south 
side, system with harmonic ringing. 

The west end Of the city is being entirely rebuilt by 
the company and it is expected that this work, involving 
a considerable expenditure, will be completed in a short 
time. The concern has recently completed the rebuilding 





of the north side and the east end so that with the finish- 
ing of the west end work the entire city will have been 
rebuilt. : 

Frank E. Bohn, for the past two years auditor of the 
company, has been appointed assistant secretary to suc- 
ceed George Fox, who has resigned to enter another field. 








Cost of Mutual Service in Ohio Company. 


A report from McClure, Ohio, states that the Cititzens 
Mutual Telephone Company of Damascus township, hav- 
ing 330 subscribers, recently elected officers and presented 
reports covering the year 1909. Last year each member 
cof the Mutual organization was compelled to pay $12.85 
into the treasury, besides keeping lines, poles, telephones, 
etc., in order for themselves. As each new member must 
pay a $5 fee to get into the organization, build his own 
lines, buy his telephone, and then pay the annual dues, it 
seems that Mutual operation is rather expensive. A good 
deal of the proven waste in Mutual operation is due to the 
fact that expert telephone men are not in charge of the 
business. Many stock companies build metallic lines, fur- 
nish everything and keep it in repair and give good serv- 
ice for less money than this Mutual organization. 





Competing Companies Install Each Other’s Telephones for 
Reporting Troubles. 

\n innovation in competitive telephony has just taken place 
in Cleveland, Ohio, by the installation of a Cuyahoga telephone 
in the Bell exchange, and vice versa. It is stated that these 
telephones will be used only to receive reports of trouble. When 
a subscriber has both telephones, and one is in trouble, he 
can use the other to notify the proper authorities. Business 
houses have asked for years that such an installation be made 
but, according to one of the local newspapers, if an Independ- 
ent line was in trouble, the Bell people were glad of it, partic- 
ularly if 1ts own lines were in good service, and did not propose 
to assist its rival. The Independent management took the 
same position. 

The companies now believe that this service will be of as 
much value to one as to the other, and is a fair proposition 
which will save money for both and be appreciated by sub- 
scribers. 





Quick Acting Operator Halts Wreckage on Railroad. 

Through the efforts of a girl telephone operator probably 
many lives were saved when news was flashed from a telephone 
exchange in Northeast, Pa., that passenger train on the Lake 
Shore Railroad and a lineman’s train had come together, head- 
on, killing two trainmen and probably fatally injuring another. 

Northeast, 16 miles from Erie, was cut off from outside tele- 
graphic communication on account of heavy snows. All wires 
were down with the exception of one in the telephone exchange. 

The news of the accident was sent to Erie through the ef- 
forts of Miss Lola Goodwin, the Northeast telephone operator. 
With all wires down in the direction of Erie, Miss Goodwin 
formed a loop through Buffalo, Corry and half a dozen other 
places and told what she knew of the wreck. 

At once all points available from Erie were reached on the 
telephone and trains on both sides of Northeast were held for 
further orders, thus preventing possibility of further accidents 





Prospective Public Utility Legislation in Ohio. 


Representative Woods of Medina and Speaker Mooney of 
the Ohio House are planning to introduce a bill which will 
place telephones and other public utilities of the state under 
a public service commission. It is understood that provisions 
of the bill will cover not only the regulation of service and 
rates, but will deal with franchise matters. This bill will be 
carefully watched by telephone people. 








The Legal Side 


By A. H. McMillan 


A Contract Without Consideration. 

Again we are appealing to you for advice. 
sending you a copy of a contract which this company entered 
into with the railroad company when we first organized and 
which in our zeal to get started, seemed the wise thing. It is 
so one-sided in its makeup and the service which we have given 
to them gratis for the past six years so mutual in its benefit, 
that we see no good reason why we should continue it without 
remuneration, a thing they are doing on all sides of us. That 
is, the railroad company is paying for it on all sides, When the 
last legislature met, a bill was introduced to compel railroads to 
maintain a telephone in their station where an exchange was 
operated in the town. Our representative informs us that the 
railroad people appeared before the committee and informed them 
such a law was entirely unnecessary as they were as anxious 
to maintain telephones where obtainable as the pubiic was to 
have them, consequently, the bill was allowed to die. 

We took this matter up with the railroad company about a 
year ago and we attach a copy of their reply. 

Now we would like to know if this contract is really binding on 
us and must we give them service free to the end of time. 

If we discontinue service there will be a roar of disapproval 
and we believe such a flood of protest that the railroad company 
will be obliged to re-install the service, but would like your 
opinion of the contract before we discontinue. 


Enclosed we are 


CONTRACT. 

The B. Mutual Telephone Company, hereafter designated as the 
“telephone company,” desiring to establish and maintain a tele- 
pnone service in the station of the C. Railway Company at B. 
for the convenience of the patrons of said telephone company 
and the accommodation of said railway company, hereby in con- 
sideration of the benefits which it expects to derive therefrom, 
agrees to provide and put in place the necessary instrument for 
such service and to maintain and operate the same so long as 
the railway company may desire and so long as the telephone 
vompany continues in existence by its present or any other cor- 
porate name, 

The said railway company hereby consents that the said tele- 
Pnone company may install and inaintain said instruments and 
appliances in its station as aforesaid, and operate the same 
under the following conditions: 

First. The location of instruments and appliances shall be as 
lesignated by the railway company and the installation, move- 
ment and use of said instruments and service shall be without 
charge or expense of any kind to said railway company, 

Second. The telephone company agrees to keep the instruments 
and connecting lines in good repair at its own expense, it being 
understood and agreed that the railway company shall not be 
put to any expense in keeping said instruments or lines in 
repair, and shall not be responsible for any loss or damage there- 
to resulting from any cause whatsoever. 

Third. The railway company may terminate this contract at 
any time by giving ten days written notice of such purpose to 
the telephone company, and upon or before the expiration of the 
time specified in said notice, the telephone company shall remove 
said instrument and service from the premises of the railway 
company. In default thereof, the railway company may remove 
the same at the expense of the telephone company. 

Fourth. This agreement shall be binding upon the successors 
and assigns of the respective parties. 


The document above does not deserve the name of “con- 
tract.” It is nothing more than a license from the railroad 
company to the telephone company to maintain a telephone 
The instrument, as an irrevocable contract, 
First, it lacks consideration; in 


in the station. 
is invalid for two reasons: 
other words, the railway company pays nothing and prom- 
ises nothing on its part, neither does it suffer any detri- 
ment. Secondly, the contract is not mutual, as all the 
agreement is upon the part of the telephone company. The 
instrument may therefore be disregarded at pleasure and 
the telephone removed. 


Pole Difficulties in Mobile, Alabama. 

In June, 1901, the city council of Mobile, Alabama, passed 
an ordinance which provided that the board of public works 
should have the power, where it deemed proper, to require 
the joint use of poles by telegraph, telephone and electric 
companies. The board of public works made an order in 
January, 1907, for the joint use of certain poles by the 
Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company and the 
Home Telephone Company. The Home company erected 
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public works, large 
enough and with cross-arm capacity enough for the use of 
itself and the Bell telephone company. The then 
ordered the Bell company to remove its poles on the east 
side of Claiborne street between St. Anthony and Congress 
streets, and string its wires on the new poles put up by the 
Home company. 


poles as directed by the board of 


board 


The Bell company neglected and refused 
to remove its poles and string its wires on the new poles 
on that block, and Mayor Lyons ordered the three poles 
of the Bell company on that sidewalk cut down. The Bell 
company secured a temporary injunction restraining the city 
and its officers, agents and employes from interfering with 
its poles or wires, and on June 12, 1909, in the Circuit 
Court of the United States at Mobile, secured a final decree 
that not only prevented the joint use of poles, but pro- 
hibited the city from doing anything with reference to the 
3ell poles and wires. The United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals at New Orleans, on December 21, 1909, modified 
Circuit Court of the United States at 
Mobile, perpetually restraining the defendants from inter 


the decree of the 


fering with the company’s property so as to impair any 
rights conferred upon the company by the ordinances, but 
expressly excepting from the effect of the restraining order 
the exercising by the defendants of such control of the 
use of its property by the telephone company as is con- 
sistent with the police power. 
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A Sale to the Bell Brings Litigation. 

William W. Jones, of Toledo, has secured a temporary 
injunction in the circuit court at Bay City, Mich., against 
George E. Dutton, former secretary-treasurer and general 
manager of the Northwestern Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany, enjoining the latter from in any manner drawing or 
disposing of his claimed portion of moneys now deposited 
with the Security Trust Company, of Detroit, to be divided, 
and from disposing of any of the properties which he may 
be possessed of belonging to said company. 

The Northeastern Telephone & Telegraph Company was 
owned by W. W. Jones, of Toledo, Ohio, George E. Dut- 
ton, of Saginaw, and George G. Metzger, of Toledo. It 
was organized in 1902, and from that time until 1908 owned 
and operated telephone and telegraph lines in the counties 
of Bay, Arenac, Iosco, Alpena, Cheboygan and others. 

The gross earnings taken in during that time are repre- 
sented to have been from $1,000 to upwards of $2,000 per 
month. George E. Dutton had absolute control of the busi- 
ness, it is alleged, while W. W. Jones and George G. Metz- 
ger had nothing to do with its management. 

The petition says that in December, 1908, Jones and 
Metzger entered into an agreement to sell and did sell the 
capital stock of said company to N. C. Kingsbury, repre- 
senting the Michigan State Telephone Company, for the 
sum of $100,000, $13,433 being retained by the purchaser 
for the purpose of taking care of any and all undischarged 
liabilities prior to December. 1908. This money is still on 
deposit with the Security Trust Company, of Detroit, and 
is due and payable, it is alleged, and would be paid over if 
an accounting were made by Dutton in proper form as 
per agreement made between the parties, which Dutton 
refuses and neglects to give. On this account the funds 
cannot be paid over to the persons entitled to them. Alle- 
gations are made that there is an attempt being made to 
defraud the petitioner as well as Metzger, hence these pro- 
ceedings. 








Aspects of the Nebraska-lowa Convention 


Penalty of Sending Money to New York. Local 
Financing the Remedy. 


Plea for Unity. Boston Tea Party. Giving Real Service. 


By J. C. Kelsey 


At this hour, we must concede the belt to Nebraska for 
the bright and shining example of Independent telephone 
organization. 

Organization is the very root of success. 
based 


The theory of 
upon harmony and unity. Upon 
unity depends maximum strength and efficiency. 

The early Hebrews recognized it in their paternal gov- 
ernment because it was necessary to have a great family 
organization to care for the flocks and likewise a daily 
living. 


organization is 


In old Grecian days this thought was recognized. There 
was war and invasion at any unexpected moment. Inva- 


sion in those days meant ruin, rapine and possible exter- 
mination. 

Aesop tells of a Grecian family, which, of course, included 
uncles, cousins, brothers-in-law and all, who could not get 
along together. 
up, to separate, and it made the leader, or father, worry 
night and day. 

He finally called a meeting, and asked each of the boys 
stick with The leader gathered 
the sticks in a faggot, and asked each boy to try to break 
it. ach boy tried in vain to break it, and gave up. The 
father’ untied the faggot, and in turn broke each stick with 


They quarreled and threatened to break 


to bring a wooden him. 


In wonder, the boys asked what he meant. He said, 
you, my children, if you remain united, are more 
than a match for your enemy; differ, separate and you are 
undone. 


ease. 


“Thus, 


After Daniel Boone and his followers had conquered 
Kentucky, where they had to fight every inch, and where 
each man and woman had to make superhuman sacrifices, 
they incorporated the thought of unity in their state seal: 
“United we stand, divided we fall.” 
Indians, almost at 
have betrayed all of them. 


Surrounded by any time could any 
They trusted one 


another because each man knew the material value of unity. 


one man 





Boone and his friends carried the idea into Missouri, 
and it appears in the state seal. But neither state prac 
ticed the precepts of the seal and the civil war rent them 
in twain. 
set back 


\ccordingly you see two normally great states 
decades 

The Independent telephone operator is fighting an en- 
emy, just as cruel and cunning as the Greek family con- 
tended with, and the same as Daniel Boone 
risked life and scalp. 

Boone’s enemies did not fight in the open. They would 
pick off a man, and murder his family. They would strike 
at some isolated post, and terrify the settlers. They would 
and carrying off the 
boy who carried water from the spring. 


against whom 


shoot the man plowing in the field 
girl or 

If you will study Bell tactics you will notice a striking 
similarity to Indian tactics. 





They strike in weak places. They single out a victim, 
and try to terrify his neighbors. They attack the business 
men on your board, and with questionable arguments they 
try to override the work of your life. 

They do not connect in New England, Colorado or in 
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the Southern territory. In these places they fight in the 


open because the enemy is weak. 





They are pleased to connect with you in Iowa, Illinois, 
Kansas, Nebraska, Ohio and other states, where they are 
confronted with strong forces. 





They bought Des Moines, with the hope of frightening 
lowa people, and they will find that they have done a 
foolish thing. 
because they 
contracts can be 


Their connection contracts are no good 
are enacted by a local company. These 
repudiated at any time by the A. T. & T. Co. on the 
ground that the licensee companies had no authority. 

The condition of the licensee companies is a joke and 
that is why the Bell interests are them in for 
their own stock at their own price. 


trading 


Independent operator, your enemy is traveling under 
false colors. They have taken out leaves from Sitting Bull’s 
military tactics, and their board of strategy is composed of 
men whose grandfathers were fanatics and burned men and 
women as witches. 

that the people destroyed as witches were 


It is history 


successful business competitors of the ruling gang. 


This spirit showed itself when they burned switchboards 
and telephones in the middle of the street. They always 
did this work on the main streets, just as witches were dis- 
posed of in conspicuous places or on high hills. 

Religion cannot be blamed for the New England out- 
rages. Business alone can be blamed. Death to business 
competitors is their heritage. 

When the Bell agents attack the business men on your 
board, you are having some of Sitting Bull’s tactics exem 
plified. 

At the Nebraska convention Mr. Gary spoke of doing busi 
ness in a telephone way. Not as your local banker or local 
grocer would do it, but in a special way, the telephone way. 
cowards on 
who 


3usiness men, as a class, are the biggest 
earth. You will observe that it is the business men 
fear to drive out the saloon because he thinks it will hurt 
the town, and his business. It is your business man who 
usually fight local improvements, and it is this same busi 
ness man who has corrupted your local politics. 

It is your commercial club that usually comes out for 
one telephone, or urges you to consolidate. 

The Boston tea party laid the foundation of our present 
liberty or slavery, if you choose. Had they desisted from 
their work, the revolution might have been postponed to a 
time when our colonies would have been sent to the clean 
ers in a short time. 

Yet a group of prominent Boston business men gathered 
and begged the men to desist, because a war with Eng- 
land would ruin their business. 

Strange, the ancestors of the directors of the Bell inter- 
ests are these identical business men, and they are no 
braver than their Tory forefathers. 











January 29, 1910 


It was Colonel Bills who spoke of the Boston Tea party. 


He urged local financing; to patronize home insurance 
companies, and to quit sending money Eastward. He said 
that the West originated the wealth and should keep it. 
He predicted that Wall Street power would have a tea 
party some day. 

Mr. Woods spoke of the rejection of bonds of Texas 
by a New York house because they did not like the legis- 
lation. He showed that the money center will control your 
legislature, and your laws will be suited to outside forces 
instead of internal. 

Mr. Gary hit the keynote when he urged his hearers to 
make their business a good one. To give service that will 
be personal service—that which will be appreciated. 

To instill into each employe the idea that he or she is 
giving to the public a personal service. It is the thought 
for giving which is considered more blessed than receiving. 

When you do this, the public will allow you a reason- 
able rate. Mr. Gary has proved it. 





So, Mr. Independent Telephone Operator, give personal 
Make your business a good one. You will be fit- 
to survive. 


service. 
test 





Watch your business man, or your board, and labor with 
him to teach him that the desirable way is to run your 
business in a telephone way. 
and stockholders 
He has an axe to grind. 
Teach him local pride— 


Protect your business men, directors 
from the wiles of the Bell agent. 
Put your business man on guard. 
real local pride. 

One of the greatest exponents of local pride I know of 
always sends off for his harness, buggy, groceries, etc. Yet 
he is a business man and thinks it is sinful for others to 
“send off” for things. 

Consistency is the rarest jewel in our crown of business 
virtues. Fear is the largest jewel in our crown of business 
Hence our many troubles. Credulity, Cupidity and 
Co. is a dangerous firm to deal with. 

Eliminate fear, cupidity and credulity from the hearts of 
men and your enemy would have hard sledding 

Moral: Beware of Greeks bearing gifts. 


vices. 


* 





How the Telephone Finds Its Way Into the Public Press. 

The telephone figures in the news every day in more or 
less conspicuous manner. Il ollowing is a iist of news stories 
of Jan. 22 which illustrate the wide scope to which the tele- 
phone is applied in Rochester, N. Y., a city of 200,000 and 
having approximately 20,000 telephones: 

Prevented robbery of several hundreds of dollars from 
National Cash Register Company’s office. Telephone bell 
rang and manager answering it discovered burglary and cap- 
tured the burglar. 

John J. 
the east side of the Genesee River, looked across the river 
and discovered flames in an obscure part of the fourth floor 
of the C. P. Ford shoe factory. Burke telephoned the fire 
department and the fire loss was kept down to $50. 

Constable Joseph Plain of Mendontown telephoned 
Rochester health authorities that a butcher was city bound 
with a diseased beef. The beef was destroyed on arrival. 

Meager news reached the city newspapers that the mur- 
derer of pretty little Anna Schumacher had confessed, con- 
fined on a U. S. prison ship at Portsmouth, N. H. The tele- 
phone brought additional news from Portsmouth. In the 
same case it was employed to Albany, Brooklyn, and scores 
of city and suburban points in the frantic attempt of three 


Burke, watchman in the Standard Brewery on 
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afternoon newspapers to get all the news possible in the 
shortest possible time just before the issuance of the last 
editions. 





Chicago a Heavy User of Telephone for Police and Fire 
Alarm. 

Newspaper publicity was a factor in increasing the use of 
Chicago telephones for free fire and police calls. 

“Main 13”—the number by which the Chicago Telephone 
Company gives free service from any telephone in the city 
to the nearest police station—was called 12,602 more times in 
1909 than in the previous year. Last year the newspapers 
called attention to the fact that the public was not getting 
the full service possible out of “Main 13” and at the request 
of Alderman William J. Pringle, chairman of 
committee on gas, oil and electric light, it was placed in the 
last telephone directory at the head of the list of police station 
numbers. Under the ordinance of the company no charge 
is made or a nickel collected for giving a connection with 
“Main 13.” The number does not represent a particular tele- 
phone, but is a designation used to identify the instrument at 
the police station located in the telephone exchange from which 
the subscriber is calling. 

The other free telephone—‘ Main 0’’—which connects the sub- 
scriber with the fire-alarm telegraph office and is to be used 
only in case of fires, was used 986 more times in 1909 than .in 
1908. The number of times the service was used by the differ- 
ent exchanges was as follows: 

The total use of this service was 8,825 fire calls and 62,005 


the council 


calls for police. 





Report of Home Telephone Company, Joplin, Mo., Shows 
a Prosperous Year. 

The report of the Home Telephone Company of Joplin, Mo., 
shows a marked increase over the preceding year, which is 
shown in the comparative statement of operations given be- 
low: 

Six Months Ending 


Oct. 31, ’08 Oct. 31, ’09 
EE er tne $60,369.16 $64,936.00 


Increase 


Gross earnings $4,566.84 














NN cae Kiss wicca sabe sm eneeoes 37,859.16 39,936.40 2,077.24 
EOE CRIS ook <.ndinviateriswenseusxs $22,510.00 $24,999.60 $2,489.60 
Tmteorest OF DORNER. ccceccseavasecs 13,105.00 13,730.00 625.00 
Balance for divid’ds or betterments $9,405.00 $11,269.60 $1,864.60 
Number of telephones owned by 

CONE Sai cca pewenaneas see ue 5,609 6,148 539 
RE IE 3 55:0, ashe eins orptn aa Rip eae Oa $ 21,853.34 


TORE CUI ais ooo 6k ic hnk ce kesncwseee $542,000.00 


Lette OWHOE BY COMBERF. .<.06.ccsccrecessecoce 8,000.00 534,000.00 
Canital stock authorised ..coisiccscicjcesssasacs $750,000.00 
RI ko soca ahs cae dame Wes eee ee are 374,250.00 


Theodore Gary, President. 





Citizens of Grand Rapids Pays $68,000 in Dividends. 

The Citizens’ Telephone Co., of Grand Rapids, has sent 
out checks for nearly $68,000, the regular quarterly two per 
cent dividend of the company. It is the greatest disburse- 
ment the company has ever made, and Secretary Fisher says 
the corporation was never in better condition. 





Rock County Telephone Company of Janesille, Wis., Pays 
5 Per Cent Semi-Annual Dividend. 

On January 19 the Rock County Telephone Company of 
Janesville, Wis., of which Richard Valentine is secretary and 
general manager, declared its semi-annual dividend of 5 per 
cent. This company has never passed a dividend and is in 
better shape today than ever before. 





And Telephone Subscribers. 
A temper under control is an invaluable asset to a man em- 
ployed in handling cows.—Farm Journal. 
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Phantom Signaling Insures Payment at Distant Toll Station 
on Rural Line. 

The accompanying circuit was designed to give toll service 
to a suburban town which is located at the end of a twenty- 
mile magneto farmers’ line. The amount of toll business was 
not enough to warrant the construction of a separate toll cir 
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This Circuit Saves Running a Separate Pair of Wires to Give 
Toll Service to a Small Suburban Town. 


cuit. This circuit puts the toll station talking set under con 
trol of the toll operator, and leaves no chances for a_ local 
operator to mistake the toll station for a rural subscriber on 
the same line. 

The line is multipled to the toll board and a separate ring 
ing signal is given for toll connections. A buzzer connected 
in the primary circuit of the toll station set, and controlled 
by the toll operator, identifies the station against connections 
through the local board. 


— 





Two Lines Burnt Out by Lightning. 

Having read in your issue of January 8 the letter written 
by I. H. Clark of Clayton, N. M., I would like to report two 
instances of similar things which came to my attention. The 
first, | think, was in 1902, in the village of Martinsburg, Mo. 
\ line nearly three blocks long, covering one series telephone, 
crossed a street to a large tree in a yard, thence to a house. 
The telephone was equipped with a knife switch and grounded 
fuse block. The switch was open at the time of the stroke. 
The line was burned up, only half-inch pieces being found. 
The telephone box was torn to splinters and the four-bar gen- 
erator was hurled across the room, some sixteen feet, break- 
ing a hole through laths and plaster. 

The other accident happened on a thirteen-mile party line, 
carrying thirteen subscribers. Lightning struck about the cen- 
ter of the line, burning up nearly forty yards of line wire. 
It did not, however, damage any of the thirteen telephones or 
seriously damage any poles. This was in May, 1906. 

Benton City, Mo. F. E. Miller, 

Director Rushhill-Martinsburg Tel. Co. 





Hint on Gravity Battery Maintenance. 

In his article appearing in the issue of Nov. 6, Mr. Drysdale 
made a number of points. on the care of gravity batteries, the 
value of which I can confirm by experience. I would like, 
however, to mention two or three other details which | have 
found useful in the maintainence of these batteries. 

By dipping the tops of the jars to a depth of about one inch 
in hot paraffin the creeping of the salts can be diminished con- 
siderably. 

In pouring the water into the jars, be careful not to disturb 
the bluestone in the least. This can be avoided by pouring the 
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water on the zinc very slowly and allowing it to trickle down 
on to the bluestone. 
Instead of zinc sulphate for starting the action, I use about 


a dozen drops of crude sulphuric acid per cell. The batteries 
are then ready for service instantly. However, I usually leave 
them on short circuit for two or three hours to get the color 
line properly adjusted. 

By proceeding as above, | have had batteries maintain a, 
perfect condition for weeks at a time without further atten 
tion; no creeping of salts, no deposit of copper on the zincs, 
a properly located color line, and the upper solution as clear 
as water. 

Silver City, N. M. Roy H. Johnson, 

Manager Grant County Telephone Co. 





Comments on Cross Talk and Cross Ringing—A Rap At 
Cheap Help. 

I think that your answer to the cross-talk and cross-ring- 
ing query in January 8 TELEPHONY was correct, as it only 
occurred on damp foggy days; while Mr. Golladay’s solu- 
tion was undoubtedly correct for his trouble. 

| know of quite a large telephone company near here 
that has about the same trouble on some of its farmer 
lines. It uses weatherproof or “tree” wire, of iron, to run 
from the pole to the house, and twists it on so as to make 
duplex of it. When weather is damp the subscribers or 
“Central” are unable to ring more than one or two each 
side of them, as the line rings partially “short.” The 
troublemen have been over the line time after time, and 
have reported it all clear as far as they could see. The 
company have lost some ten telephones on this line on ac- 
count of no service from this cause, and still continues to 


. hire troublemen whom they can get for about $45 per and 


are not worth that, and also a manager who does not know 
the sirst thing about the practical working of a telephone 


exchange. 
St. Peter, Minn. C. R. Sargent. 
In answer to the Editor’s note in TELEPHONY, No. 4. “Send 


in yours everybody,” here goes: 

Two years ago we had some forty wires coming into 
our office from the first pole about forty feet away. Some 
of these wires were insulated with rubber, some KK, some 
asbestos, paraffine and so on. On damp, foggy. rainy 
days we would have cross-talk and cross-ringing. These 
wires were bunched and tied together with strings. The 
insulation was old and rotten on most of them. I cut those 





TO WIRE CHIEFS AND MAINTENANCE MEN. 

Clearing of troubles which occur in your exchange, 
inside or outside, may be made the subject of short, prac- 
tical letters which will interest other telephone men 
These TELEPHONY will gladly publish, if illustrated by 
diagrams or photographs. Simply write a description of 
the nature of the trouble, tests and location, cause found, 
and method of repair. Payment will be made for all 
letters published. 











strings, and loosened up the wires so that the air would 
pass through between them. This cleared the trouble. 
Some time afterwards I put in a short piece of lead covered 
cable. 

Leon, Iowa. W. E. Pottorff. 


This is a live topic—we want more men to give their views 
See last week’s TELEPHONY. Whom do you side with? 
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Reservoir Control Service, at Business Telephone Rates. 
The sketch here presented shows a scheme we used at 

Waynesburg, Pa., to give a signal when the reservoir of the 

City Water Company was full. I submit it thinking it may 

help some one else to make use of it. 

side of this line, 


We took a tap off the “ring,” or “live” 


. 
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Telephone Circuit Arranged to give Warning When a Town 
Reservoir ic Full. 


it to 
were permanently 
fastened above the water, about a foot below the ground level. 


and ran it down to the reservoir. Here we connected 


about four strands of bare copper which 
When the water came up to the wire the line lamp would 
light, and the operator would call the engineer at the pump- 
ing station and notify him to stop pumping. 

We got the regular business rate for this line. 

A similar circuit could be arranged for different purposes, 
and could also be changed to give the signal directly to the 
pumping station by making a few changes. Different uses will 
suggest themselves, to raise a rental on a few dead pairs of 
cable. 

Carnegie, Pa. W. 


J. Depp. 





A Whistling Lightning Arrester. 
When I was trouble clerk in the exchange at Jeffersonville, 
Indiana, a subscriber called in and said the lightning arrester 


a combined fuse and carbon type, was whistling. The trouble 


man went out on the case and sure enough when the wind 


blew the arrester did seem to whistle. 
The installation had recently been rewired and the holes in 


the brick wall had been bushed with tubes of rather large 


diameter. There is a long passage way between the building 
and the one next to it and when the direction of the wind 
was right across the 


it blew through the passage way and 


ends of the tubes, causing them to emit a whistling noise such 
as 1s produced when you blow across the end of a glass tube. 
The arrester was directly at the entrance of the tubes into the 
room, so the subscriber thought it was the arrester that was 
whistling. A few wraps of tape wound over the wires so as 
to close the ends of the tubes cleared the trouble. 

I.quisville, Ky. D. M. Sparks 





A Prosperity Letter from a Southern Independent. 
Dividends and growth, the usual story of a well-managed 
Independent telephone property, are the theme of the business 
letter sent to stockholders of the Iredell Telephone Company, 

Statesville, N. C., and reading as follows: 
“The Iredell Telephone Company hereby hands you its 
check in payment of a 4 per cent dividend on its common 
stock held by you. 


beyond all 


The company has prospered greatly 
demands for its 
being so great that its facilities had to be doubled, and 
larger quarters provided. To 
necessary to 


expectation, the services 


meet their demands it was 


construct a building and purchase another 
switchboard section. 
“A lot has been purchased and paid for on North Center 


street and the building will be completed and equipment 
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installed by about March 1st. These improvements will 
cost approximately $8,000, and will provide ample facilities 
We now 
have more than 600 local telephones, with additions con- 


to care for the future business of the company. 
stantly being made. Thanking you for your large sup- 
port in the past and bespeaking your kindly interest in the 
future, I am, 

“Respectfully, 
Barringer, Secretary and Treasurer.” 


“W.M 





Horse Saved by Telephone Wires. 

A runaway horse suspended thirty feet over the Platte river 
and entangled in telephone wires was the strange spectacle 
witnessed near Fremont, Neb., recently. The wires were strung 
along the side of the Platte river bridge and saved the life 
of the animal, which belonged to John Lyman, of Cedar Bluffs. 
In crossing the bridge the horse put a foot through a rotten 
plank. With a 
lost its balance and 
the bridge. 


lunge it succeeded in releasing the foot, but 


fell through the railing on the side of 
Had it not been for the telephone wires strung 
along the side of the bridge, the animal would have fallen to 
the ice below, and probably have dragged its mate and the 
sleigh over with it. The horse, however, became tangled in 
the wires which were of sufficient strength to keep it suspended 
in midair. Mr. Lyman and his companion, Swan Johnson, ran 
to a pile-driver nearby, which is being used to drive piling to 
This they 


By this means they were 


protect the icebreakers, and secured a rope. suc- 
ceeded in fastening about the horse. 
able to let it down slowly to the ice, with little injury to the 
animal. 

Mrs. Lyman, Mrs. Johnson and several children were in the 
Mr. Lyman and Mr. John 


son were walking behind, as there is little snow on the bridge. 


sleigh when the accident occurred. 


It was a narrow escape for the occupants of the sleigh. 





Competition. 
herewith 
Ware, 


Telephone 


By request, TELEPHONY reprints the song, 


written by Secretary J. B. which was sung at the 


National 
the Auditorium, Chicago, at the December convention: 


Independent Association banquet, at 


Air, ‘‘Marching Through Georgia.” 


By honest toil, through scores of years, 
Our fathers sought the way 

For common good and common weal, 
That makes us strong to-day. 

Each man was free to do his best, 
And each did law obey— 

Results of honest competition. 


Chorus. 
Recall, recall, the years that now are past, 
Recall, recall, the glories that should last, 
While we stood united without favor, without cast, 
We grew strong through competition. 


Our commerce spreads o’er every sea, 
Our flag for Freeman stood, 

Our courts and laws were planned to be 
Made for the common good, 

Conditions that, we must agree, 
Continue—or they should. 

These insure fair competition, 


Chorus. 
Hurrah, hurrah, we'll profit by the past, 
Hurrah, hurrah, our glories then shall last. 
Let us stand united, without favor, without 
This will ensure fair competition. 


cast, 


While thirty-fold the telephone 
Has grown in half the years; 
With service good beyond dispute, 
Despite monopoly’s seers: 
Yet toll lines, all, are not enough 
On every hand appears— 
More will be built through competition 


Chorus. 
Recall the years in which the telephone 
Was leased, enslaved, with Boston for a home; 
With service poor and rates so high, 
The Public lond did groan— 
relief through competition! 


And found 





ng 





News of the Field 


Ohio Public Utilities Bill, Said to Embody Taft Ideas. 

One of the most important features in the public utilities 
bill to be introduced in the Ohio House of Representatives 
in a few days by Representative Frank Woods of Medina 
county, is the compulsory interchange of service between 
telephone and telegraph companies. The principal points 
in the bill, which has been fully drafted, are said to have 
been suggested by President Taft to Speaker Mooney at 
their recent conference in Washington, D. C. 

This phase would compel one telephone or telegraph 
company to permit another the use of its wires and con- 
nections in case the public utilities commission deemed it 
the best for the public service. 

Under direct control by the governor, the Commission 
would have direct and complete control of the valuation, 
financing and operation of all public utilities. The Com- 
mission would have the power to control all issues of stocks 
and bonds by a public service corporation, and would also 
have power over mergers, consolidation agreements, and 
everything that would tend to affect the corporations’ rela- 
tions with the public. Under the provision that the Com- 
mission can compel adequate service and prevent discrimi- 
nation, the bill provides for penitentiary sentences for those 
convicted of violating this section. 

To prevent stock watering, stocks and bonds must be is- 
sued only on the approval of the Commission and not in 
excess of the value of the property, as fixed by the Com- 
mission. Public utilities are forbidden to declare stock, 
bond or script dividends, or to divide the proceeds from the 
sale of stock or bonds. No public utility can issue stock 
or bonds for reorganizing or consolidation in excess of the 
total amount of stock or bonds of the corporations reor- 
ganizing or consolidating. It cannot purchase other public 
service corporations until they have been valued by the 
Commission and not until the consolidation is approved 
by the Commission as being in the interest of the pub- 
lic. 

The Commission is given no power to grant franchises, 
this power being vested in municipal councils by a specific 
provision in the bill. In the interest of competition the 
Commission can order the joint use of tracks, either of 
street car companies or interurban companies or of tele- 
phone or telegraph wires. 

The bill provides that the Commission shall fix rates, 
charges and classifications if unreasonable or discrimatory. 
It may establish joint rates for all kinds of service coming 
within its jurisdiction. 

One of the first duties of the Commission, if created, 
will be to value all public utilities, and this market basis 
will be the basis of all action to be taken in the future. 

One Group of Independents to Spend $1,000,000 in North- 
west This Year. 

Thaddeus S. Lane, president of the newly organized In- 
terstate Consolidated Telephone Company and managing 
director of the Montana Independent Telephone Company, 
has established general offices and headquarters for the 
Consolidated at Spokane. Mr. Lane announces that more 
than $1,000,000 will be expended on development work in 
Washington, Idaho and Montana during 1910, adding also 
that arrangements for financing the big project have been 
completed. The company will expend $500,000 in complet- 
ing the plant in Spokane, organized by the Home Telephone 
and Telegraph Company, which concern was taken over by 
the Consolidated some time ago. The local building, ac- 
quired from the Home company for $120,000, can be fitted 
with equipment to handle 30,000 instruments and the com- 
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pletion of the system to that capacity will mean an expendi- 
ture of $2,500,000. Only long-distance and information 
operators are required. It will be ready for operation early 
in June. 

“The territory now served by the Interstate Consolidated 
Company extends from Billings, Mont., to Spokane and 
from Great Falls, Mont., to Pocatello, Idaho,’ said Mr. 
“We have in operation long-distance lines connect- 
ing nearly all important points in the territory mentioned, 
with the exception of a gap between Missoula, Mont., and 
Mullan, Idaho, which is now under construction. 

“In all the larger cities we have erected our own fireproof 
central buildings, which are equipped with the latest type 
of automatic service. The construction throughout is of the 
highest order, open wires and cross-arms being done away 
with. During the present year through long-distance lines 
will be open for operation between Butte and Spokane and 
between Butte and Salt Lake City, Utah. 

“The cable and other material necessary to complete the 
Spokane exchange have been purchased and are now arriv- 
ing in Spokane.” 

Mr. Lane announced the election of these officers: Presi- 
dent, Thaddeus S. Lane, Spokane; Vice-President, Patrick 
Wall, Butte; Treasurer, John MacGinniss, Butte; Secretary, 
John IF. Davies, Butte; Directors, T. L. Greenough and M. 
\. Phelps, Missoula and Spokane; A. B. Cook, Helena, and 
William Mead, Los Angeles. 


Lane. 





Cleveland Attorney Still After Inside Information on 
Morgan Deal. 

That one group of Independents is not satisfied that the 
Morgan control of United States and of a half dozen local 
companies organized by Independents is not Bell control 
as well, is indicated by the attitude of Harrison B. McGraw, 
Cleveland counsel for the men who have demanded receivers 
for the Cleveland Independent company and the United 
States. 

“No matter how Mr. Morgan may arrange the stage set- 
tings, I shall show the Bell in hiding in the wings,” said 
Mr. McGraw last week, in reference to his motion in com- 
mon pleas court to join the house of J. P. Morgan & Com- 
pany in his suit for a receivership. 

He is anxious to get the head of the big house on the 
stand in a deposition hearing, to draw from him the tale 
of the sale of the stocks of the United States and Cuyahoga 
to R. L. Day & Company and then io the Morgan house. 
He points to the admission of President Vail, of the parent 
3ell company, that his company authorized the Day pur- 
chases, and the admissions in the Cleveland deposition hear- 
ings that R. L. Day & Company retransferred stock to the 
so-called dummy directors of United States and Cuyahoga, 
following the discovery that the purchase by the Day house 
had taken from these directors their last share and conse- 
quently, their right to sit on the boards. It was one of 
these boards, the United States, which elevated toll charges 
above those of the Bell while constituted by virtue of these 
transfers from the Day house. 

Mr. McGraw says he is anxious to find out how it hap- 
pened that the Day house was empowered to do this if the 
Bell, which ordered the purchase of the necessary stock, 
was not at the time the real owner of the control. 

He also wants to learn how the Day purchases, when the 
Bell was advised by its local officers that it could not hold 
the Independent stocks, should so providentially have been 
waiting to take the stocks off the Day firm’s hands. 

Other than the effort of Mr. McGraw to inveigle Mr. Mor- 
gan within range of his fire of pertinent and “impertinent” 
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questions, the situation in Ohio has been in statu quo for 
several days. The election of Frank A. Davis, of Columbus, 
to head the United States and his selection as the Morgan 
lieutenant in telephonic matters in Ohio, apparently has 
given the telephone men a sense of perfect security. Presi- 
dent Davis is insistent that the Morgan control means that 
the Independent companies will be operated as Independ- 
ents. And no telephone man is venturesome enough to as- 
sert the contrary, though some insinuate that the operation 
of the United States and the local companies controlled by 
Morgan as Independents could not be helped anyway, Bell 
control or no Bell control, because of the vigilance of the 
authorities, intent on clues to a merger following the tur- 
bulent eruptions which followed the mysterious passage on 
control from the old group of Independents. 





Detroit River Company Has Big Lead Over Bel. 

Despite the wailing of the opposition, the inducements it 
threw out to people to become subscribers, and its abuse of 
the independents, the Detroit River Telephone Co., which 
headquarters in Wyandotte, has steadily pushed forward in 
strength and equipment until it now outnumbers the op- 
position three to one in the downriver suburban district, 
near Detroit. 

Some two months ago the opposition threw canvassers 
into the territory and, as a catch, offered residents “three 
months for nothing if they would sign a contract for a year 
and a half.” 
be $1.50 per month—the same rate that had been in vogue 


Following the three months the rate was to 


for years. 

Of course a number “bit,” but they were a small number 
compared with the orders Independent solicitors got on a 
The Bell “knocked” the 
local company at every advantage and not content with that 


straight business basis. agents 


they created opportunities to “knock.” 


The “war, however, served but to aid the Independent 
lines. They were receiving publicity, while in turn they 
never mentioned “opposition.” The solicitors worked as 


though there were in undisputed territory. 
At the same time it is amusing to scan the names of some 
Local ob- 


servers, from personal experience, insist that some of the 


of the persons who installed the Bell telephone. 


subscribers to “The Trust” are “dead beats” in every sense 
of the word. It is apparently a case of take everything to 
get subscribers. 

The new directory for the Detroit River Telephone Co. 
will be out next month and it will be a surprise to many. 
There will be practically 1,000 names listed, and the com- 
pany has been in the district less than a year. In the same 
district the Bell never carried more than 400 subscribers. 
It is the aim of the officers to put a telephone in every 
home. 





Telephone Company Recovers from Liability Insurance 
Corporation. 

County Judge Addington of Albany county has handed 
down a decision in which he affirms the judgment of the 
city court for $714.45 in favor of the Hudson River Tele- 
phone Company. The action was instituted against the 
Aetna Life Insurance Company of Hartford, Conn. to re- 
cover under the terms of a liability policy taken out by the 
telephone company to protect itself from loss in case of 
damage suits instituted by linemen and other employes for 
personal injuries. George M. La Duke, a lineman in the 
employ of the Hudson River Telephone Company, was in- 
jured in Saratoga in 1905. The doctor sent his bill to the 
telephone company and later notified the telephone com- 
pany that he would institute an action to recover the value 
of his services. The telephone company notified the insur- 


ance company under the terms of the liability policy. In 
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the suit that followed the telephone company was compelled 
to pay a judgment for $351.05 in favor of the physician. The 
telephone company then instituted a suit against the insur- 
ance company to recover the amount of the judgment, to- 
gether with its lawyer’s fees for defending the action. The 
city court of Albany gave judgment for the telephone com- 
pany for the amount named. The Aetna company for its 
defense alleged that no person duly authorized in writing as 
agent of the company had solicited and secured the policy. 
It is believed that the case will be carried up to the Court 
of Appeals. 


=n 





Independents Make Good Start At Pocatello, Idaho. 
The Idaho Independent Telephone Company, owned by 
interests connected with the 
Company, has 


Montana Independent Tele- 


phone its exchange at Pocatello, 
Idaho, with about 300 telephones in operation, and contracts 
for several hundred more instruments on file. The Poca- 
tello system, which was built by the Interstate Consoli- 


dated Telephone Company, with headquarters in Butte, and 


opened 


commonly known as the Lane syndicate, represents an in- 
vestment of more than $50,000 

The initial equipment of the local plant makes provision 
for about 1,300 telephones, with an ultimate capacity for 
1,800, but should the growth ot Pocatello demand a more 
extended service the officers of the company have given the 
city assurance of speedy and ample extensions. 

Considerable local capital ‘has been invested in the new 
company, thereby making it a home enterprise, and despite 
the difference in the size of Butte and Pocatello local stock- 
holders point with considerable pride to the fact that the 
Pocatello system is opening initially with a relatively greater 
number of telephones in operation. 

The local company is an important factor in the growth 
of the Interstate Consolidated Telephone Company’s system, 
being the connecting link between Spokane, Butte and Salt 
Lake. Entrance into Salt 
long distance wires can be strung between the two points. 

Manager T. E. Focht 
Ohio. 


Lake will be made as soon as 


went to Pocatello from Dayton, 





Rochester Telephone Stockholders Unanimously Approve 
Sale to Continental. 

The annual stockholders’ meeting of the Rochester (N. 
Y.) Telephone Company (Independent) was held Jan. 19 
when the sale of control to the Continental Telephone & 
Telegraph Company was discussed. Details of the contract 
by which control passes were read and there was not a 
dissenting voice. Entire satisfaction prevailed and all pres- 
ent agreed to promote the transfer as best they could. 

Payments by the Continental company for the Rochester 
Telephone Company extend to June 4 and on this account 
the annual meeting of the stockholders was adjourned to 
March 10. The Continental is to pay $75,000 by March 4. 
Ratification by the stockholders will be given the sale at 
the March meeting. 


_—— 





Move to Start Independent System in Oklahoma City. 

An Independent telephone system, giving to Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, an unlimited service, is being discussed 
by the members of the Retail Credit Men’s Association as 
a remedy for the present condition of the telephone service 
in Oklahoma City. More than fifteen prominent members 
of the organization have already declared their willingness 
to take stock in the new company. This agitation among 
the members of the association was aroused as a result of 
the reply sent the special committee reported by the or- 
ganization to draft resolutions calling attention to the 
character of the service, of the compariy already here and 
which is deemed to be unsatisfactory. 
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‘Telephone Patents 


Conducted by Max W. Zabel 


TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM. 


Cc. D. Enochs, St. Paul, Minn., Patent 946,528, Jan. 11, 1910, 


Assigned to Vote Berger Co., LaCrosse, Wis. 

This system relates more particularly to the operation of th« 
supervisory circuit in which the signal lamp is controlled au 
tomatically when the receiver at the subscriber's station is 
hung up or taken down. An impedance coil, 21, and supervisory 
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lamp, 20, is bridged across the line during conversation be 


tween the conductor, 15, of the cord circuit and the ring 
contact, 19, of the plug. The line 1, 2 including the substation 
set is adapted to shut out the lamp, 20, which is however lighted 
up when the receiver is replaced upon the hook. 

The line circuit ends in the line lamp, 7, and ballast, 8 

SEMI-MECHANICAL TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 
A. M. Bullard, New York, N. Y., patent 944,537, Dec. 28, 
1909, assigned to Western Electric Co. 

This system refers to semi-mechanical apparatus in which 
the operator controls transmitter mechanism for complet 
ing a call by the agency of keys actuated by the operator, 
and it contemplates the direct mechanical association of 
the transmitter apparatus with the keys. The keys are ar 
ranged to actuate movable stops which, with other mechan 
ism, control the operation of a distant selector at the sub 


scriber’s station. 


MULTIPLE TELEPHONE TRANSMITTER. 
I’. W. Wood, Newport News, Va., patent 945.069, Jan. 4, 

1910, assigned to C. and J. M. Cory, New York 
This apparatus is designed for use where an order given 
at one place will be transmitted to a plurality of places. It 
comprises a waterproof casing within which is a plurality 
of transmitters having a common mouthpiece and a like 
plurality of distant receivers, each receiver and transmitter 


being in an independent circuit. 


AUDIPHONE RECEIVER 

C. kK. Williams, Boston, Mass., patent 945,429, Jan. 4, 1910 
This audiphone receiver is designed to give greater talk 
ing effect. The main feature resides in introducing the 
permanent magnet into the case so that it constitutes a part 
of the shell or case and does not take up any of the 

interior which is left to form a reverberatory chamber. 

COMBINED TRANSMITTER AND RECEIVER 
H. F. Thoma, Jr., and C. E. McGrew, Chicago, Ill., Patent 

946,410, Jan. 11, 1910, One-Half Assigned to Henry 

F. Thoma 

The object of this invention is to make a light combination 
transmitter and receiver more especially for testing purposes. 
A watchease receiver and a small transmitter less the mouth 
piece are mounted on a handpiece of insulating material. The 








wires for connecting them in series are laid in a slot which is 
then filled with a paste insulating compound which is allowed 
to harden, 

PORTABLE AUDIPHONE TRANSMITTER. 
C. Ek. Williams, Boston, Mass., patent 945,430, Jan. 4, 1910 

To overcome bad effects of unsteady current strength. 
this transmitter is provided with means for cutting down 
the current. To this end there is arranged in connection 
with the transmitter case and its diaphragm and electrode, 
a rheostat in series with the carbon electrode which though 
protected is externally operable. 

COMBINED TELEPHONE AND PROTECTIVE 

ALARM SYSTEM. 

J. G. Nolen, Chicago, Ill., patent 944,575, Dec. 28, 1909. 

This system provides means whereby the subscriber’s 
telephone set and the line signal at the central station may 
be used as the media for transmitting to the central station, 
an alarm upon occurrence of fire or burglarizing or other 
conditions in the protected area. The home telephone bel! 
is thereupon designed to ring until manually stopped 

GUY WIRE CLAMP. 
S. J. Edmiston, Greenwich, N. Y., patent 944,850, Dec. 
28, 1909. 

This clamp consists of two co-acting members having 
sinusoidal engaging surfaces between which the guy wire 
is to be held, the wire lying between flanges which form 
a groove for the same. Bolts are provided to secure the 


two co-acting members together. 





rELEPHONE METER SYSTEM AND APPARATUS. 

R. H. Manson, Elyria, Ohio, Patents 946,380, 946,381 and 946,382, 
Jan. 11, 1910, Assigned to Dean Electric Co., Elyria, Ohio. 
This system contemplates the use of a subscriber’s meter D, 

which is operated by a motor M, actuated by the central battery 

current during conversation. In this manner the length of 
conversations is measured instead of the number of conver 


sations As will be seen the meter is registering only when the 














motor is rotating in one direction. If the direction of rotation 
is reversed, the meter does not’ register. Thus the 
battery / is reversed as respects the calling plug P’ and the an 
swering plug P, and only the calling subscriber's meter registers 
although both motors are rotating. Another illustration shows 


means controlled by the supervisory relay of the called line so 
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that only the time of a completed connection can be measured. 
The meters of both subscribers may also be made to register 
the duration of the completed connection according to another 


illustration. 





COMBINATION TELEPHONE INSTRUMENT. 
A. L. Sohm, Whittier, Cal., patent 945,480, Jan. 4, 1910, 
assigned to National Electric Works, Whittier, Cal. 
This instrument consists of a transmitter having no 
mouthpiece, but having two projecting screw heads on its 
front face between which the receiver is to be held by 
means of a flange thereon. A switchhook mounted in the 

transmitter is controlled by the receiver. 
TROUBLE LOCATING DEVICE. 

M. J. Myers, Syracuse, N. Y., patent 944,549, Dec. 28, 1909 

This device is designed to locate grounds and breaks in 
electric circuits and consists of oppositely acting magnetiz- 
ing members connected to the branches of the circuit. 
There is a further magnetizable member subject to the dif- 
ferential influence of the two members and movable auto- 
inatically relative to the other members to indicate the 
fault. 

COMBINED BURGLAR ALARM AND TELEPHONE 

SYSTEM. 
G. Nolen, Chicago, IIll., Patent 946,259, Jan. 11, 1910. 

This invention provides a system in which the alarm devices 
responsive to the signal initiating devices, are self-operating 
electrical appliances such as relays or buzzers. These produce 
in the line variations of the electrical conditions effects which 
result in audible sounds in the operator’s receiver. 


INSULATOR CLAMP 
J. Blackburn, Kirkwood, Mo., Patent 945,212, Jan. 4, 1910. 
This device is designed for the mounting of insulator pins 
without boring holes in the cross arm. To this end there is 
provided a cross arm encircling band which is clamped to the 
arm. It has a vertical screwthreaded pin on the top face of 
the band, which is designed to receive the insulator. 








LOCKOUT DEVICE FOR TELEPHONES. 
Throckmorton, Pittsburg, Pa., Patent 946,287, Jan. 11, 
1910. 
This sytem, in addition to the talking and ringing circuit, has 
a selective circuit-controller at the central station, and spring 
actuated mechanism complemental to the circuit controller at 
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each subscriber’s station. An automatically wound spring 
operates the mechanism, and a mechanism is provided for lock- 
ing in one telephone and locking out the other telephones. 


RECEIVER ACCESSORY. 
A. Rector, New York, N. Y., Patent 946,270, Jan. 11, 1910, 
Assigned to Rector Help-a-Phone Co., New York. 

This device consists of a cover plate to be mounted over the 
ordinary head receiver. This cover plate carries an earpiece, 
and the duct between the earpiece and the cover plate is con- 
ncted by a hollow flexible tube to another earpiece. When both 
earpieces are in position, the operator receives the sound in 
both ears. 


INSULATOR CLAMP. 
J. Blackburn, Kirkwood, Mo., Patent 945,213, Jan. 4, 1910. 
This device comprises an insulator pin, adapted to carry the 
insulator, in combination with clamping means that hold the 
pin to the cross arm without drilling holes through the cross 
arm. The clamping means are adjustable to allow for different 
sized arms. 


SANITARY TRANSMITTER. 
M. Y. Calcutt, Seattle, Wash., patent 943,386, Dec. 14, 1909. 
This sanitary transmitter has an auxiliary diaphragm and a 
hinged cover plate provided with absorbent material to cover 
the front of the transmitter. No mouthpiece is used. 


AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE PAY STATION. 

F. X. Bee, Philadelphia, Pa., Patent 945,438, Jan. 4, 1910. 

This pay station is so constructed that all coins of whatever 
denomination strike the same bell, but give a pre-determined 
signal upon that bell so that the operator can distinguish be- 
tween them. Another feature contemplates the return of any 
coin to the depositor even after the signal that it has been de- 
posited has been received by the operator. 


LIGHTNING ARRESTER. 

W. C. Shinn, Lincoln, Neb., Patent, 945,293, Jan. 4, 1910. 

This arrester is designed more particularly to connect the line 
wires of a telephone system with the cable of a lightning rod 
system. The arrester comprises an enclosing case of insulat- 
ing material, with an arrester plate mounted within it and hav- 
ing upturned wings. A cable from the lightning rod enters the 
casing and serrated members between the parts lead off the 
discharge. 


In the Manufacturing Field 


Information About Kellogg C. B. Multiple Boards. 

The new common battery multiple switchboard bulletin No. 
53, recently issued by the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Com- 
pany, is worth sending for. The compzny’s standard apparatus 
and methods are described and illustrated so that the reader 
is given a clear idea of the detailed plan of construction. While 
the Kellogg company is ready to manufacture switchboards 
for special conditions and has experience of every class of this 
work successfully accomplished, it recommends that standard 
equipment and circuits be used, as this means reduction of first 
ccst and quicker delivery. 

The Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Company is a pioneer 
builder of large common battery multiple switchboard plants 
for the Independent field; in fact the company built no other 
equipment for a number of years, and its equipment is used in 
many well known installations. 





The Monarch Time Systems. 

Although only a short time has passed since the Monarch 
Time Service Systems have been available to telephone ex 
changes, operating men have shown their eagerness to take 
advantage of this money-maker. Three systems have been 
installed in California, two in New England and in the stretch 
of the country between there have been a great many more. 

One of the operating men who installed a system in his 
exchange in Minnesota says the time stamp on his toll desk 
is worth more to him than the cost of the entire equipment. 
Even if he never rents a single clock or time stanp, he feels 
he has made a good investment. But if he rents only one 
clock, it will be no trouble to operate it and the amount he 
receives in rental will be practically all profit. 

When the time systems were first put before the telephone 
men, it was thought that it would be difficult to rent the 
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service. The first few systems installed have developed facts 
which make it look as if time service was about the easiest 
thing imaginable for which ‘to get subscribers. The first few 
clocks put out usually take some salesmanship to place, but 
after that it is clear sailing. When a man can be shown that 
the telephone company has clocks and time stamps running 





Time Stamp Used with the Monarch System. 


right in his own town which never need winding or regulating, 
it is easy to get his contract, especially at the low cost which 
the Monarch systems make possible. 

If a clock and a stamp is placed in a bank or any other 
place where the public can see it, it is almost certain that 
some time service business will be obtained unsolicited within a 
very short time. 

The telephone companies now have within their reach one 
of the surest and easiest means to boost profits that could 
possibly be conceived. The time service business looks as if 
it will develop into a big thing, especially for telephone men. 


* 


Graffis’s Gleanings. 

J. G. Ihmsen, manager of the American Electric Tele- 
phone Company, Chicago, ran out to Kewanee, IIl., last 
Wednesday to attend the annual meeting of the Kewanee 
Home Telephone Company, which he organized and 
financed some six or seven years ago. Among others who 
attended were Messrs. A. S. Shoemaker, H. I. Hibbs and 
W. C. Anderson, directors, from Wilkes-Barre, Pa., and 
F. M. Ash, the local manager who has so largely contri- 
buted to the company’s success. Since Jan. 1 (but about 
three weeks ago) over 100 new subscribers have been 
added, and the outlook is so favorable to continued future 
growth that Mr. Ihmsen was given an order for a new 
switchboard of 3,600 line capacity, which is to be installed 





the coming spring. 
The Hoskins Manufacturing Company of Detroit is ar- 
ranging to bring out a new type of electric soldering iron. 


The United States Light & Heating Company which 
recently acquired the business of the National Battery 
Company of Buffalo, manufacturers of a popular type of 
telephone storage batteries, is now erecting a large con- 
crete factory at Niagara Falls, N. Y 

W. R. Harris, president of the Harris Engineering Com 
pany at Louisville, Ky., informs TELEPHONY that his con- 
cern expects to devote special attention henceforth to the 
designing and constructing of telephone cable systems, 
both aerial and underground, as well as to locating and 


constructing pole lines. 


George A. Scoville, Pacific Coast representative of the 
Dean Electric Company, paid TFrLtEPHony a pleasant call 
January 26, on his return to the Coast after a business trip 
to the Dean headquarters at Elyria, Ohio. He reports a 
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very favorable outlook for telephone development west of 
the Rockies this season. 

The Louisiana Creosoting Company; of Dallas, Texas, 
is making a specialty of creosoted telephone poles and cross 
arms. They have their own cross-arm mill and creosoting 
plant at Winnfield, La., the correspondence and general 
business matters being handled by Mr. A. A. Marrs, gen- 
eral sales agent at Dallas. 

W.-H. Tidmarsh, president of the Long Beach Electrical 
Manufacturing Company, of Long Beach, Calif., came a 
long way to exhibit at the Chicago Electrical Show, but 
says that he feels amply repaid. Mr. Tidmarsh makes an 
enclosed fuse which already is extensively employed by 
telephone and electrical companies. 

The Southern Echange Company, 97 Warren street, 
New York, has recently been fortunate in. obtaining about 
30,000 more southern white cedar and chestnut poles than 
they had expected and will shortly be able to offer them to 
the telephone trade on attractive terms. This firm has long 
enjoyed an enviable reputation in the pole and cross-arm 
business and is catering specially to telephone trade this 
season. 


G. L. Morrell, formerly with the Kellogg Company and 
later with the Interstate Lumber Company at Cleveland, is 
now with the Crescent Lumber Company at Pittsburg. 
The Crescent Company is arranging to handle cedar poles 
extensively in the future in connection with its heavy chest- 
nut trade and it is understood that Mr. Morrell is now at 
Mackinaw City, Mich., engaged in getting out a full stock 
of cedar. 


George L. Swancutt, of Brady, Neb., attended the Elec- 
trical Show in Chicago this week and bought a new switch- 
board of the Swedish-American Telephone Manufacturing 
Company. Mr. Swancutt is proprietor of the Maxwell & 
Brady Telephone Company and is also proprietor and edi- 
tor of the Vindicator of Brady beside looking after a few 
other concerns in which he is interested thereabouts, and 
reading TELEPHONY every week. As may be inferred from 
this, Mr. Swancutt is a fairly busy man 


T. Wesley Wright, of 105 Reade street, New York, is 
devoting special attention to the purchase of supplies for 
out-of-town telephone and electrical companies. Mr. Wright 
has had abundant experience along these lines and an- 
nounces that his policy will be to charge a very reasonable 
fee and accept no commissions from the houses with which 
he deals. Telephone companies having occasion to deal 
with New York houses are invited to give Mr. Wright an 
opportunity of proving that he can save them time and 
money, and provide them with the highest grade of sup- 





plies. 

Hubbard & Company. of Pittsburg, widely known as 
manufacturers of a very complete line of telephone hard- 
ware and construction supplies, embracing the Peirce spe- 
cialties, will make extensions to their plants along the 
Allegheny River, near Sharpsburg, Pittsburgh, at an ap- 
proximate cost of $100,000. They have purchased the 
Davidson foundry of Chicago and John N. Allen, formerly 
of the Illinois Steel Company, but at present identified with 
the Lackawanna Steel Company, it is understood, will be- 
come general manager of the Chicago plant. About 300 
additional men will be employed and the same number at 
the Sharpsburg plant as soon as the improvements can be 
completed. In addition the company will make improve- 
ments to the plant of the American Roll and Foundry Com- 

















January 29, 1910 


pany at Canton, Ohio, also controlled by Hubbard inter- 
ests, to cost $100,000, and about 300 additiédnal men will be 


employed at that plant. The company also has started the 
erection of a galvanizing plant adjoining its present works 
on the Allegheny and will begin the erection of an electric 
forging plant early in February. 





AMERICAN AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE COMPANY which main- 
tains its corporate office at Rochester, N. Y., and its plant 
at Urbana, O., held its annual stockholders’ meeting at 
Rochester Jan. 19, 1909 re-eleced 


as follows: 


when the officers were 
President, James S. Brailey, Jr., Toledo; First Vice-Presi- 
dent, Clitus H. Marvin, Urbana, O.; Second Vice-President, 


C. L. Goodrum, Urbana, O.; Treasurer, S. B. Grove, Urbana, 
O.; Secretary and General Manager, C. D. Juvenal, Ur- 
bana, O. 

Directors for 1910 were elected as follows:: 

James S. Brailey, Jr., Toledo, O.; Clitos H. Marvin, T. E. 
Dye, C. D. Juvenal and Charles L. Goodrum, Urbana, O.; 
Paul A. Staley, Springfield, O.; Fred W. Guernsey, George 
R. Raines, B. J. Williams, Joseph R. Webster and George 
W. Kirkpatrick, Rochester. Director Staley takes the place 
of George W. Hitt, of Urbana. 





MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
Mr. W. E. Herron, had 
an exhibit which considerable discussion at the 
Nebraska, Iowa, convention. The lockout switch of this 
system is built and adjusted at the factory to operate with- 
out further adjustment. Visitors took up the points of gen- 
eral desirability of the lockout, and possibility of meeting 
special that will produce good revenue on a 
small investment. For example, some operating men had 
short toll lines, to which they could connect three or four 
stations, if they could them secret others 
could put in party lines in towns at a profit, if they had the 
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The Booth of the Swedish-American Telephone Manufacturing 
Company at the Chicago Electrical Show. 


lockout feature; and the prospect of getting increased rates 
from some subscribers for a secret service on country lines 
looked attractive to others. 





STROMBERG-CARLSON TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
Rochester, N. Y., has in its bulletin No. 1001 a most inter- 
signals for 


of dispatchers’ electric inter- 


discussion 


esting 
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urban railways. The merits of the telephone system of dis- 
patching for interurban railways are so thoroughly recognized 
that consideration of the proposition is usually a matter of 
letail. The Stromberg-Carlson system has demonstrated its 
reliability and efficiency on many roads, while the Stromberg- 
Carlson telephones are known the country over through their 

















Exhibit of the Westinghouse Companies at the Chicago 


Electrical Show. 


success in telephone exchange systems. The operation of the 


. system is covered in considerable detail, and will appeal to 


practical men. 





[HE BatRD MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 3150 North Halsted 
street, Chicago, reports a remarkable increase in the sales 
of its lock-out and selective ringing telephones. The great 
improvements in the central station equipment of the Baird 
System which speeds up the service and gives connections 
from all operators’ cord pairs, has made this service attrac- 
tive for four or six-party suburban service 
will be furnished on request. 


Full information 


> 





Salle street, Chi- 
cago, has taken the general agency for the C. A. Wood Pre- 
America” for the states of 
Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North and South Dakota. All 


J. A. KENNY, general sales agent, 275 La 


server “Carbolineum Illinois, 
inquiries in these states should be addressed to Mr. Kenny. 
Mr. Kenny has a wide experience in the telephone and elec- 
trical field and will be a material factor in spreading the sale 
of “Carbolineum America.” 





Tue B. F. SturtevAnt Company, of Readville, Boston, 
Mass., has recently brought out a pronounced innovation for 
the ventilating of telephone booths. 
ing that if there is anything that needs ventilating more than 
sheol or Congress it must be 
we find around the 


interested in knowing something more about 


There is no need of say- 


some of the telephone booths 
will be 
Sturtevant 


country. Telephone managers 


this 
proposition. 


* 





Pore MANUFACTURING CompaANy, Hartford, Conn., is bring- 
ing out a new style bicycle, especially designed for telephone 
linemen. It will have a light weight tray or basket attached, 
in which tools and materials can be conveyed. 





Tue CrousE-Hinps Co., of Syracuse, has literally “thrown 
the Harpoon into” the telephone fraternity. For key to this 
one, one may read ads in any issue of TELEPHONY on the 
Harpoon Guy Anchor. 
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New Design of Diamond Expansion Shields. 

The Diamond Expansion Bolt Company has recently de- 
signed and patented an improvement in its one-part expan- 
sion shields or screw anchors. The accompanying illustra- 
tions show the changed construction in the slot. 

Some difficulty has been experienced by the straight slot 


SEE THAT BULB 





The New Type Diamond Expansion Shield. 


shield breaking through the solid portion of the shield and 
becoming separated, falling in two parts. With the bulb 
shape at the end of the slot it is possible to bend the shield 
out flat and return to its original position without danger 
of cracking through at this point. 

The company is replacing all of its present types with this 
new improved design and already several of the sizes are 
being used in large quantities and giving increased satisfac- 
tion. 





The Comer Apparatus for Train Dispatching. 
The Tel.-Musici Company, Hoen Building, Baltimore, Md., 


in addition to the Tel-musici apparatus, has developed in its 


laboratories a telephonic device for train dispatching, known 
as the Comer apparatus. Among the distinctive features of this 
apparatus are the provisions which are claimed not only to 
insure positive and accurae operation, but fool-proof mechan- 
ism. With this apparatus it is impossible “to force the dial.” 
A special receiver which is perfectly ground, and adjusted to 
the two-thousandth part of an inch is also a strong feature of 
the Comer equipment, inasmuch as it transmits the messages 
in a loud, clear tone and with perfect enunciation, thereby pre- 
cluding the possibilities of mistakes. 

At the recent International convention, leading railway and 
telephone men examined this appartus carefully in its mi- 
nutest detail, and without exception expressed themselves as 
not astonished but delighted with the accuracy of its opera- 
tion 





Kellogg Company Fills Two More Fire Orders. 

The Kellogg company’s reputation for quick delivery of the 
very highest class work on rush switchboard and telephone 
orders is well known. Recently two rush orders for switch- 
boards replacing fire losses at Lamar, Mo., and Bath, Mich., 
were completed and delivered on record time. 

Quick deliveries by this company do not mean carelessly put 
together apparatus, but the standard built Kellogg exchange. 

At the close of the year two more telegraph orders for 
switchboards replacing boards destroyed by fire were received. 
One was from Dardanelle, Arkansas, for one 300-line, two 
position, magneto switchboard with 200 lines equipped, two 
operators’ sets and 20 cord circuits. 

The other came from the Hollandale Telephone Co., Hol- 
landale, Wisconsin, for one 100-line magneto switchboard. 





Cue Boston INSULATED WirE & CABLE CoMPANY has recently 
moved into a fine new plant at 65 Bay street, Dorchester Dis- 
trict, Boston. Evidently such ability and industry as H. B. 
Burley applies to the wire-making business pays. The new 
building has over 50,000 square feet of floor space and is built 
as if the firm expected to anchor there for some years to 
come. 
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New Catalog of the Cincinnati Tool Company. 

The 1910 catalog of the Cincinnati Tool Company, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, has just been issued and is naturally of inter- 
est to the men engaged in the construction and installation 
end of telephone work. 

The tools are all illustrated so that the intending pur- 
chaser can tel] exactly what will be sent him on an order. 
Among the tools of interest to telephone men are the vari- 
ous drills for machine and hand drills and bit stocks. In- 
formation regarding sizes, lengths, uses, etc., is given for 
each type of drill. A drill which meets with special favor 
among telephone installers is the Bell Hanger and Elec- 
trician’s Drill. This is made of best tool steel and it is 
claimed that it will not be injured by coming in contact with 
a nail or screw, also that it will go through plastering and 
brick walls. It is made in sizes from 3/16 inch to 1 inch, 
and from 12 inches to 36 inches in length. The “Hargrave” 
combination and lineman pliers are both illustrated and fully 
described, as are also the various splicing clamps. Pole 
climbers of both Eastern and Western patterns are listed. 
A full line of screw drivers is included in the catalog. 

A device which appeals to linemen is the brace wrench 
which is used in the ordinary brace for tightening the nuts 
on the crossarms and crossarm braces. 





Fire Alarms Over Telephone Wires. 

That telephone circuits will be generally used for fire 
alarm purposes is being demonstrated by the Denio Gen- 
eral Electric Company in the installation of its system in 
a large number of factories and public buildings. 





Ho._tzer-CABot ELectric Company, of Brookline, Mass., for 
whom E. R. Harding has been western representative for 
several years, with headquarters at 395 Dearborn street, is 
rapidly bringing to completion a fine new factory at 6163-6167 
State street, Chicago. In the new establishment, which is the 

















Telephony’s Booth, Where Visitors to the Electrical Show Found 
a Warm Welcome. 


third to be erected by the Holtzet-Cabot company, will be 
built a number of the firm’s more important telephone and 
electrical specialties, thereby enabling them to make prompt 
shipments to all central and western points, and giving Mr. 
Harding many additional conveniences and facilities which he 
has long deserved. 
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Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state- 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 











PERSONAL. 

CHARLES L. ZAHN has been made engineer in charge of the 
building of the Independent telephone properties at Spokane, 
Wash., which are now controlled by Thaddeus S. Lane and asso- 
ciates, 

L. W. RIDENOUR, who submitted the article ‘‘Easy way to 
Replace Cross-arm on a Double-armed Turn,” published in last 
week’s issue of THLEPHONY, is located in Gratis, Ohio, instead 
of Gratis, Okla., as was published in connection with the article. 

E. C. SHARPE has obtained franchises and is engaged in build- 
ing Independent telephone plants in Medford, Ashland and Grant’s 
Pass, Oregon. He proposes to build all of southwest Oregon, in- 
cluding Roseburg and the famous Rogue River apple district, one 
of the most prosperous communities in that section. 

W. W. RYDER, formerly superintendent of telegraph for the 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company, has been ap- 
pointed general superintendent of telegraph of the New York Cen- 
tral Lines west of Buffalo, with offices in the La Salle Street 
Station, Chicago. His jurisdiction will extend over the lines of 
the following: Michigan Central Railroad Company; Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway Company; Peoria & 
Eastern Railway Company; Cincinnati Northern Railroad Com- 
pany; Chicago, Indiana & Southern Railroad Company; Indiana 
Harbor Beit Railroad Company; Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
Railroad Company; Lake Erie, Alliance & Wheeling Railroad Com- 
pany; Dunkirk, Allegheny Valley & Pittsburg Railroad Company, 
and the Lake Erie & Western Railroad. 


NEW COMPANIES. 

VAN BUREN, ARK.—Robert Alfred is manager of a new tele- 
phone company organized to construct lines throughout the 
district north of this place. 

OAKWOOD, GA.—O. A. Hughes, W. R. Barnwell, John W. 
Bell, and J. M. Sheffield are the organizers of the Oakwood 
Telephone Company. A telephone system will be established 
and lines built throughout the county. 


GRANVILLE, IA.—Granville business men have organized the 
United Farmers Telephone Company, which will do business in 
Granville and the surrounding territory. J. F. Georgen, Frank 
Holles, Christ Grady, N. J. Blatt and B. Hoefler are the or- 
ganizers., 

LACONA, I!IA.—Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
the Lacona Western Telephone Company. The exchange will 
be installed at the Primrose schoolhouse in Warren county. The 
incorporators are Lon Puderbaugh, T. H. Vincent, W. H. Funk, 
Alvin Miller, F. E. Miller, Robert E, McGee, C. E. Funk, Clar- 
ence H. Vincent, T. L. Wallace, D. L. Puderbaugh, H. E. 
Meeker, C. N. McFarland, C. A. Wickett J. T. Vincent, Samuel 
G. Sinift, J. Hendrickson, J. L. Mills, R. Kimrort, J. Z. Snuggs, 
John A. Cleveland. 

BELLEVILLE, KAN.—A new telephone exchange is to be es- 
tablished in this city by the Farmers’ Telephone Company of 
Rydal, 

HALL, KY.—The Lower Beaver Creek Telephone Company 
has been organized by Ben. D. Hall, R. L. Hall and others. 
A capital stock of $700 has been subscribed. A system will be 
built in Hall and will be extended to Mouth of Beaver, a dis- 
tance of 24 miles, taking in Puncheon, 

HIGH ROCK, KY.—The High Rock Telephone Company has 
been organized by J. W. Willis and others with a capital stock 
of $800. A system will be built from High Rock via Iredell to 
Evanston. 

POOR FORK, KY.—A local telephone system is being organ- 


ized by Robert Holcomb, John M. Huff and others, who will © 


build telephone lines from Poor Fork via Hurricane Gap to Gor- 
don, Ky., a distance of 20. miles, connecting with the Perry 
County Telephone Company’s Line Fork lines. 

BANGOR, ME.—The United Service Company was organized 
at Augusta for the purpose of constructing telephone lines. The 
authorized capital stock is $125,000, and the incorporators are: 
President, R. Z. Buzzell, of Augusta; treasurer, E. J. Pike, of 
Augusta, 

PAXTON, NEB.—The Paxton and Elsie Telephone Company, 
with a capital stock of $5,000 is the name of a new telephone 
company recently incorporated by D. A. Lawler, J. C. Percy and 
Wm. Robertson. 

PORT DICKINSON, N. Y.—About 20 farmers gathered to- 
gether a short time ago and organized the Port Dickinson and 
South Ogden Telephone Company. W. T. Haney is president 
and Earl J. Beckwith’is secretary. 

POND CREEK, OKLA.—A telephone company organized here 


by A. M. Welsh as president, C. M. Van Sickle as secretary and 
W. B. Wagoner, treasurer, will take cover the property of the 
Rural Telephone Company, repair and extend it and maintain 
it. ‘The entire system will be overhauled, it is reported, and 
endeavors made to give the subscribers a first-class service. 

BURNS, ORE.—A new company to be known as the Union 
Telephone & Telegraph Company was incorporated by J. H. Jor- 
dan, John Jenkins, C. H. Voegtle-and J. F. Lawrence. A capi- 
tal stock of $5,000 has been authorized. 

MADRAS ORE.—The Deschutes & Harney Telephone Com- 
pany is the name of a new concern which will build lines from 
Rosland to Silver Lake and extend the Paulina lines from Har- 
din to Burns and build a toll line from Madras, via Culver. An 
exchange will be installed in Madras. 

ORANGEBURG, S. C.—The Orangeburg and Bowman Tele- 
phone Company is the name of a new company organized by 
W. H. Dukes and J. L. Dukes to establish lines between Orange- 
burg and Bowman, and install an exchange at Bowman. 

HILLSBORO, WIS.—A number of farmers in Hillsboro town- 
ship have formed a telephone company to be known as the Hills- 
boro Telephone Company. Connection will be made with the 
local exchange in the village of Hillsboro. 


FINANCIAL. 

VIENNA, ILL.—The Vienna Mutual Telephone Company has 
filed an amendment to its charter increasing its capital stock 
from $5,000 to $10,000. Undoubtedly the company contemplates 
making some extensions or reconstruction to its lines, 

ELLSWORTH KANS.—The Ellsworth County Telephone Com- 
pany declared its semi-annual dividend of 4 per cent and checks 
were mailed to the stockholders almost immediately. 

HOLTON, KANS.—The American Independent Telephone Com- 
pany increased its gross earnings the past year by $1,000 over 
the preceding. 

MONROE, LA.—The statement of the Home Telephone Com- 
pany, Ltd., of January 1, 1910, shows gross earnings of the com- 
pany to be $17,122, expenses, $8,061, and a net of $9,071. 

The capital stock has been increased from $25,000 to $50,000 
and enough of the new steck has already been subscribed for to 
pay off the debts and put the company on a good substantial 
dividend-paying basis. The plant has no bonds whatever. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.—The Michigan Independent ‘Tele- 
phone Traffic Association has been authorized to issue stock to 
the amount of $10,000, by the state railroad commission. 

MILFORD, MICH.—The usual semi-annual dividend of 3 per 
cent was declared by the stockholders of the Milford Home Tele- 
phone Company. The company is in good condition in every 
way and prospects are bright. About 400 subscribers are now 
given service by the company. 

MONRENCI, MICH.—The stockholders of the Morenci Tele- 
phone Company at the annual meeting recently held deciared a 
dividend of 2% per cent, which is the fourth one declared through- 
out the year. 

BUTTE, MONT.—The Montana Independent Telephone Com- 
pany has declared a dividend of 1 per cent. The dividends of 
1909 comprised payments of 1 per cent per quarter and one extra 
dividend of like amount, making in all during the year a total 
of 5 per cent on all outstanding capital stock, but with the 
dividend declared at the last meeting of the board of directors 
the grand total shows a payment of 6 per cent in less than 13 
months, Officials of the company declared recently they believe 
the dividends for 1910 will exceed those of 1909, this prediction 
being based on a material increase in both local and long dis- 
tance business throughout the system. 5 

RED HOOK N. Y.—The capital stock of the Red Hook Tele- 
phone Company has been increased from $5,000 to $50,000, and it 
is probable that a considerable amount of construction work will 
be taken care of. 

AMANDA, OHIO.—A dividend of 6 per cent was declared by 
the directors of the Amanda Telephone Exchange. 

WOOSTER, OHIO.—Directors of the Wayne County Telephone 
Company at a recent meeting voted on the increase of the capital 
stock of the company from $100,000 to $125,000. About 300 stock- 
holders were present at this meeting. 

SPOKANE, WASH.—Stockholders of the Interstate Telephone 
Company have been paid a semi-annual dividend of 3% per cent. 
FRANCHISES. 

MAYKING, KY.—The Mayking Telephone Company is secur- 
ing right-of-way from Mayking via Bilvia and Lima to Mar- 
garet, Ky., for the construction of local independent telephone 

lines. The Mayking system will also be improved. 
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RAINY RIVER, ONT. CAN.—The council has refused to renew 
the franchise of the Rainy River International Telephone Com- 
pany until the rate payers have been consulted as to whether 
the systems shall be taken over by the town. 


CONSTRUCTION. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Consul Isaac A. Manning, of La 
Guaira, makes a detailed report concerning the telegraph and 
telephone service of Venezuela, for the latter of which he had 
previously sent a list of subscribers. At the beginning of 1909 
there were 4,756 miles of telegraph lines in Venezuela, with 169 
offics. Mr. Manning also sends a newly published government 
map of the telegraph and telephone lines and the postal and 
railway system of Venezuela. A similar map has been received 
from Minister William W. Russell, at Caracas. These and the 
consul’s report and telephone directories will be loaned to inter- 
ested business firms by the Bureau of Manufactures. 


BLUE RAPIDS, KAN.—The Blue Rapids Telephone Company 
has installed a new switchboard in its exchange and is making 
other improvements in an endeavor to give its subscribers first- 
class service. 

DEMOCRAT, KY.—The Upper Rockhouse & Beaver Creek 
Telephone Company has begun to overhaul and repair its system 
from Democrat to Beaver Creek Ky. Two new _ short-line 
branches will be built and connection made at Colson. Con- 
struction material will be needed, as well as a switchboard for 
the Colson connection, 

HAZARD, KY.—The Perry County Telephone Company will 
make some extensions beginning soon, having just increased its 
capital stock from $2,000 to $4,000. Franchises have been secured 
for a line from Hazard via Cut Shin and Wooten to Hyden, Ken- 
tucky, a distance of 35 miles, where connections will be made 
with the London-Manchester Telephone Company’s long distance 
lines. D. Y. Combs is manager of the company. 

HILLIARD, KY.—James P. Hartt and others of Hilliard will 
build an Independent telephone line from Hilliard via Colly to 
Whitesburg, Ky., besides a system in Hilliard. 

HINDMAN, KY.—The Knott County Telephone Company is con- 
structing new lines throughout that vicinity, and are contem- 
plating the purchase of a new 80-line switchboard to accommo- 
fate these lines. S. R. Stacy is manager of this company. 

SASSAFRAC, KY.—J. B. Hall and others are financing a tele- 
phone company, and it is expected that construction of. a system 
in Sassafrac will be commenced soon. 

LEEDS, ME.—The Leeds Telephone Company has received the 
wire and other material necessary for the construction of ex- 
tentions, and the work will be carried on and completed as 
rapidly as possible. 

MUSKEGON, MICH.—The Citizens’ Telephone Company has 
agreed to install an automatic exchange in Muskegon. The com- 
mon council is considering the awarding of a new 20-year fran- 
chise to the company, the company agreeing to charge $30 for 
each business telephone and $20 for each residence until its sub- 
scribers total more than 1,700. Up to 2,100 connections, the com- 
pany may charge $33 and $22, and over 2,100, $36 and $24. 


CORINTH, MISS.—The Home Telephone Company of which 
Terry W. Allen is owner and manager has completed the in- 
stallation of its system in this place. The company has been in 
operation about 60 days and already has 400 telephones con- 
nected to its switchboard. 

A franchise has been secured by the company to build in the 
town of Tupelo and will begin the construction of a system on 
the same plan as the one installed in Corinth. In the installa- 
tion of the systems the company uses underground conduit. to a 
great extent, thus insuring a good service to its subscribers. 

Among other construction work to be carried on by this com- 
pany is the building of a copper circuit from Jackson, Tennessee, 
to Meridian, Mississippi. This circuit will be run along the 
right of way of the M. & O. Railroad. A circuit has just been 
completed to Booneville, and the poles for a circuit to Guntown 
are up. This latter circuit will give northern and southern Mis- 
sissippi connection with each other. 

The Booneville Telephone Company of Booneville, and the 
Guntown Telephone Company of Guntown, are also planning to 
reconstruct their systems during the Spring months. A good 
deal of the open wire lines will be replaced by cable. 

CHILLICOTHE, MO.—The People’s Telephone Company, of 
which C. L. Waite is manager, is rebuilding about twenty miles 
of its country lines. 


OSCEOLO, MO.—In Osceolo telephone subscribers are to enjoy 
a very much improved service, when the improvements to the 
system which are being planned by the Osceolo Telephone Com- 
pany are completed. The central office equipment is to be re- 
newed also to a certain extent. A new cross connecting rack 
and arrester frame will be installed. It is possible also that a 
considerable amount of the wires in the business section will be 
placed in cables. 

ST. LOUIS, MO.—The Kinloch Telephone Company expect to 
construct a number of rural lines throughout Collinsville, Venice, 
Nameoki and Choteau townships, Illinois. 

NELSON, NEB.—The construction men of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Company have already commenced the set- 
ting up of poles for a new telephone line between this city and 
Superior, Neb. 

OBAR, N. M.—The people in the Missouri Valley country have 
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called a meeting to organize a rural telephone company. There 
are already some two miles of line in operation between farms 
and it is proposed to extend the line to Obar. The Missouri 
Valley people are also working to get a rural route through the 
valley from Obar. 


ONONDAGUA, N. Y.—The Onondagua Independent Telephone 
Company is to spend $150,000 in extending both its local and long 
distance service as soon as weather conditions permit. Alex- 
ander H. Cowie, president of the company, was authority for 
the statement last night that this expenditure had been decided 
upon. 

ELKIN, N. C.—The telephone lines which were being built to 
connect Elkin with the rest of the state by J. B. Horton are 
completed. Lines were constructed from Elkin to North Wilkes- 
boro, and at Ronda the wire will be carried across the river 
toward Clingman. 

PORTLAND, ORE.—The Home Telephone Company is making 
plans to considerably extend its lines during the year 1910, cover- 
ing the outlying districts of Sellwood, Mount Scott, St. Johns 
and Mount Tabor, and other districts. It is reported by Man- 
ager W. H. Wilcox that estimates put the amount to be ex- 
pended at $700,000. 


AUBURN, PA.—Extensions were recently completed by the 
Pinegrove and Cressona Rural Telephone Company which give 
connection with Friedensburg, Black Horse, Brommerstown, Jef- 
ferson and Berkheiser. Connections will also be made in the 
near future with Summit Station and several other small places 
in this vicinity. The company now has over 100 subscribers 
added to its list, but this list is growing so rapidly and the 
demand for service becoming so great that an exchange will be 
installed in Auburn, where 30 subscribers have already been se- 
cured. 

DRYVILLE, PA.—The Mountain Telephone Company of 
Berks county, has had a survey made prior to the installation of 
lines extending to Dryville and New Jerusalem. About 40 
farmers will be added to the company’s exchange with the com- 
pletion of these lines. 

SHAMOKIN, PA.—It is -stated by one of the officials of the 
American Union Telephone Company, according to newspaper 
reports, that within the next few months a new building will be 
erected for an exchange, and about $20,000 has been put in 
reserve for the improvement and bettering of this system. Ac- 
cording to specifications drawn up the new building will be a 
four-story brick building and will be modern in every respect, 
as well as fireproof. Also the building will be used by the tele- 
phone company alone. In the business district all wires will be 
placed underground, and it is possible that Shamokin will be 
made the distributing point for the five surrounding counties, 
and the main offices for this section will be in this place. Busi- 
ness has been increasing very rapidly and the company feels 
that the prospects for the future, as well as the past increase, 
warrant these improvements. 

VOLANT, PA.—The Plain Grove Telephone Company is mak- 
ing arrangements to erect a second toll line connecting its Vo- 
lant exchange with the Independent exchange at New Wilming- 
ton. 

HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS.—The Central Texas Telephone Com 
pany is installing a large amount of new equipment in Hunts- 
ville, Teague,” Normangee and Madisonville where it operates 
local exchanges. <A, B. Foster, of Huntsville, is president and 
manager. 

BELLINGHAM, WASH.—The telephone system in Bayview 
was completely destroyed in a fire which practically destroyed 
the entire town of Bayview a short time ago. 

BRISTOL, WASH.—A new farmers’ telephone line is to be 
built from Roosevelt to Mabton by way of Bickleton, in the 
eastern part of the county. The expense will be met by popu- 
lar subscription to a 400 share non-assessible stock issue at $10 
per hare. 

ELDERON, WIS.—The Elderon Telephone Company has been 
purchased by A. J. Plowman and Frank Gosh. 

LADYSMITH, WIS.—The Rusk County Rural Telephone Com- 
pany and the Amacoy Lake and Murray lines have split and 
will be run independently of each other in the future. 

LOYAL, WIS.—A meeting has been called for these interested 
in the organization of the Clark County Telephone Company to 
discuss the consolidation of its system with the York Center 
Telephone Company with the Loyal exchange. 

WAUSAU. WIS.—The Wausau Telephone Company of which 
Huward I. Crawford is superintendent, is making arrangements 
to install about 1,500 feet of underground conduit in the business 
section of the city. ! 


ELECTIONS. 


EVENING SHADE, ARK.—At the recent meeting of the Sharp 
County Telephone Company stockholders the following directors 
were elected: T. I. Herrn, S. H. Davidson, J. P. Cochran, C. C. 
Price, C. J. Wilson, G. E, Craig, C. W. Shaver, J. W. Brown 
and T. W. Thompson. The directors chose the following officers: 
President, T. I. Herrn; vice-president, C. J. Wilson; secretary 
and treasurer, C. W. Shaver. This company has considerable 
interests in Sharv and Izard counties. P. B. Thompson is man- 
ager of the company. 

FOSTERBURG, ILL.—The Fosterburg Mutual Telephone Com- 
pany has elected the following officers: President, Herbert 
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G’villo; vice-president, Dr. A. J. Ihne; secretary, John Cousins; 
treasurer, Henry Rammes; general manager, W. R. Eddington. 

INDUSTRY, ILL.—Directors of the Industry Telephone Com- 
pany for the ensuing year are: Thomas Moore, William Binnie, 
Porter Young, W. B. Taylor and Mark Easley. : 


PIASA, ILL.—The Piasa Mutual Telephone Company has 
elected: President, M, B. Thompson; vice-president, C. R. Wag- 
goner; secretary and treasurer, George H. Clark; electrician, Ed- 
ward Fordwood; trustees, Thomas Hunt, Charles Still, Hunter 
Dyall, J. T. Darneile, Harry Armstrong, Charles Lowis and 
George James. 

RUSHVILLE, ILL.—James Malcomson, A, V. Gragg and Vint 
Bellomy were re-elected directors of the Rushville, Pleasant View 
and Browning Telephone Company. 

SEYMOUR, ILL.—William Bowman, A. S. Scott, and William 
Murray have been elected directors of the Seymour Telephone 
Company. Officers are: President, A. S. Scott; vice-president, 
William Murray; secretary, W. E. O. Christy, and treasurer, 
James Karr. 

LANYON, IA.—The Lanyon Mutual Telephone Company held 
its annual election of officers Monday of last week. G. T. Peter- 
son was re-elected as president, Carl A. Carlson went in as 
secretary and J. L. Reedholm, treasurer. 

MARNEGO, IA.—At the annual meeting of the Iowa County 
Mutual Telephone Company the following officers were elected: 
President, Robert Smith; vice-president, A. A. McGwern; secre- 
tary, Dennis Sullivan; treasurer, A. A. Bummer. Directors: G. 
W. Danskin, J. A. Shafbuch, and J. D. Williams, Jr. 

MEDIAPOLIS, IOWA.—The following officers were elected to 
serve the interests of the Mutual Telephone Company: Presi- 
dent, A. E. Miller; vice-president, Herman Walker; secretary, 
Fred Thomas; treasurer, J. A. Stucker, 

MOULTON, IA.—The Farmers’ Mutual Telephone System held 
its annual election of officers and as a result of the election the 
following will serve the interest of the company for the ensuing 
year: President, E. J. Burchett; vice-president, D. A, Gregory; 
secretary, L. L. Moore, and treasurer, Joel S. Gregory. The 
company has 400 subscribers connected to its exchange and many 
free subscribers are given connection. Financially it is in very 
good condition. 

PILOT MOUND, IA.—The stockholders of the Pilot Mound 
Telephone Company elected the following directors: Wm, Lar- 
son, George H. Hinman, three years, and A. J. Cadwell, two 
years. Wm. Larson was chosen president; N. J. A. Carlson, 
treasurer, and C, H. Lundblad, secretary. 


GARNETT, KAN.—Stockholders of the reorganized Anderson 
County Telephone Company elected the following directors: C. 
A. Rohrer, Greeley; Fred Ressel, Colony; B. B. Jackson, Amiot; 
W. K. Kellerman, Harris; L. M. Reynolds, Indian Creek; E. M. 
Bentley, Welda; Alex Taylor, Bush City; C. J. Myers, Kansas 
City; Wilse Jones, Garnett; W. A. Gage Mont Ida; Joe Eich- 
holtz, Westphalia. James F. Barnett, who spent some time in 
Garnett assisting in the organization of this company, will re- 
main in Garnett longer to complete and put the system into 
operation. ‘The company’s charter gives it the privilege of con- 
structing telephone lines in the state of Kansas, with head of- 
fices in Garnett. The capital stock is placed at $30,000. 

LA CYNGE, KANS.—At the annual meeting of the People’s 


Mutual Telephone Company, delegates of the various party- 
lines were present. , The auditing committee made its report 





‘which showed the financial condition far better than previous 


years. The following officers were then elected: President, 
Robert Lee; vice-president, C. A. Mendenhall; secretary, O. M. 
Pricer; treasurer, Dan Stambrook. 


LAKE CITY, KAN.—At the annual meeting of the Ranch- 
men’s Telephone Company which was held at Lake City the 
following officers were elected: G. G. Shigley, president; F. B. 
Nurse, vice-president; Dave Freemyer secretary; Clarence G. 
Nichols, treasurer. Up to the time of this meeting members of 
this company did not pay rentals for telephones, being assessed 
whenever occasion required. However, it is reported that the 
great amount of extensions which were necessary to take care 
of the increased business came very hard on the stockholders, 
and from the time of the meeting on all were charged rentals. 


OKETO, KAN.—The stockholders of the Oketo Mutual Tele- 
phone Company have voted to increase its capital stock about 
2,500, that is 70 shares of stock at $35 a share. The officers 
which were elected at the recent annual meeting are: President, 
Wm. E, Smith; secretary, J. H. Moore, and treasurer, Ben. R. 
Bull. Directors are the above and B. F. Ausmus and P. J. 
Eychaner, 

MONROE, LA.—The Home Telephone Company which operates 
exchanges in various towns throughout Louisiana, in the vicin- 
ity of Monroe, has the record of having an excellent system, and 
the residents are showing their appreciation of the service ren- 
dered. Telephones are being ordered and installed at the rate 
of about 50 a month, and the new directory, it is reported, will 
show an increase of about 200 names over the last one printed, 
something less than four months previous. The company is now 
doing everything possible for the comfort of the operators, and 
the rest rooms and operating rooms are being equipped with 
modern conveniences. H. L. Gregg was elected president; R. P. 
Webb, vice-president; Charles F. Speed, secretary and treasurer; 
H. P. Marks, G. B. Cooly, Theodore Marx, A. H. Bernhardt. 
The company is now on a paying basis. A quarterly dividend 
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of 2% per cent was declared at the recent meeting of stockhold- 
ers. 


SKOWHEGAN, ME.—At the annual meeting of the Farmers’ 
Co-operative Telephone Company, which was held at Norridge- 
wock, Frank L. Ames was re-elected manager of the company. 
The officers elected were: President Willis, H. Emery, North 
Anson; secretary, Fred Magoon, Solon; treasurer, Charles Hol- 
brook, Norridgewock. 

CHARLOTTE, MICH.—The Eaton Telephone Company elected 
the following officers a short time ago: President, Geo. A. Wil- 
liams; vice-president, Fred Bohn; secretary, J. W. Munger; 
treasurer, Jacob Upright; directors, Geo. A. Williams, Richard 
H. Bohn, Fred C. Cobb of Fort Worth, Texas, Frank Wheaton, 
J. Wesley Munger, Jacob Upright and Judge Lewis J. Dann. 


HOWELL, MICH.—The annual meeting of the Livington County 
Mutual Telephone Company recently took on the nature of a 
love feast. So well pleased were stockholders with the manage- 
ment of affairs, that compliments were paid the treasurer and 
secretary on the good work, and the officers were re-elected for 
another year. The officers are: President, J. B. Fuller, Con- 
way; vice-president, C. H. Miner, Cohoctah; treasurer, G. A. 
Newman, Fowlerville; secretary, F. H. Lare, Howell. The 
directors are: B. T, O. Clark, Brighton; S. E. Swarhout, Put- 
nam; A, E. Cole, Fowlerville; W. S. Earl, Iosco; M. B. Sopp, 
Marion. 

GREENBUSH, MINN.—The following officers have been elected 
to serve the interests of the Farmers Telephone Company: Theo. 
E. Haug, president; Sam Hanson, vice-president; Henry Blazek, 
secretary, and.O, W. Rosing, treasurer, 

GENTRYVILLE, MO.—There was a good attendance at the 
meeting of the shareholders in the Gentry County Telephone 
Company, held at Gentryville, and the reports of officers showed 
the affairs of the company to be in good shape. ’ The following 
directors were chosen for the coming year: Harrison Duncan, 
Gentryville; Jeff Evans, Ford City; H. M. French, Ford City; 
Wilford Enyart, McFall; R. A. Bush, Whitton; Dan Bratcher, 
Evona; R. M. McCammon, Albany. 

MEDFORD, MO.—The Mutual Telephone Company had its 
annual meeting at Medford and the following officers were elected: 
R. Johnson, president; R. A. Wooldridge, vice-president; F. D. 
Ball, treasurer and secretary; Levi Surber, lineman and man- 
ager; C. C. Atkins, trustee. 

FRANKFORT, N. Y.—At the annual meeting of the Frank- 
fort, North Litchfield & Norwich Corners Telephone Company 
the following officers were elected: President, M. F. Joslin, re- 
elected; vice-president, James Donahue; secretary and treasurer, 
Fred Fish. 

COLUMBUS GROVE, O.—The Columbus Grove Mutual Tele- 
phone Company re-elected S. H. Keirns president; W. L. Har- 
baugh, secretary, and E. A. Fancher, treasurer. Milton Auch- 
multy was elected vice-president; T. J. Basinger, Eph. Anderson 
and J. W. Buckingham were elected on the board of trustees. 
It was decided to install a new switchboard with three times 
the capacity of the present board. This will call for some more 
cable work. These improvements will raise the value of the 
plant $1,000 at least. 

OBERLIN, OHIO.—Plans for the new exchange building to 
be erected for the Oberlin Telephone Company have practically 
been completed, and work will be commenced as soon as the 
warm weather sets in. The building will be modern in every 
way, and it is possible that new switchboards and new tele- 
phones will be installed, although that has not been definitely 
decided upon. At the meeting held by the stockholders the fol- 
lowing officers were elected: E. P. Johnson, president; I. H. 
Griswold, vice-president; C. R. Graham, secretary; M. M. Squire, 
treasurer. 

MEDFORD, OKLA.—Following is the list of officers elected by 
the stockholders 'of the Medford Rural Telephone Company: 
President, Dr. McLennan; Job Tharp, vice-president; John Run- 
yon, treasurer and manager; E. H. Breeden, secretary. Directors 
are: E. H. Breeden, John Runyon, W. C. Estes, J. F. Heasty, 
W. J. Gardiner, Job Tharp, Dr. E. J. McLennan. 

MANSFIELD, PA.—At the annual stockholders’ meeting of the 
Citizens Mutual Telephone & Telegraph Company the following 
officers were elected: President, C. H. DeWitt,; secretary- 
treasurer W. A, Davey; directors, G. H. Woodworth,.H. D. Gar- 
rison, J. F. Wilcox and Charles Miller. The auditor’s report 
showed that 1,776 telephones are connected to its own lines, and 
that free service was had with about 2,000 more. G. H. Wood- 
worth and J. H. Beach, the former of Troy, have been appointed 
purchasing committee. 

INDIAN MOUND, TENN.—The stockholders of the Indian 
Mound Telephone Company, which is operated on a co-operative 
basis, elected officers as follows: President, T. W. Seay; vice- 
president, W. M, Lewis; secretary, Dr..C. W. Keatts; treasurer, 
G. H. Seay; board of trustees, Dr. J. B. Lahiff, J. B. Summers 
and J. W. Tucker. Each stockholder in the company owns a 
telephone and portion of the line and equipment, and pays only 
his share of the actual expenses. Under the good plan of man- 
agement and operation the stockholders have occasion to be 
pleased. 

DUNN, WASH.—Stockholders of the Summit Valley Farmers’ 
Telephone Company recently elected the following officers: Presi- 
dent, H. J. Noble; vice-president, J. M. Sheppard; secretary, 
R. J. Flick; treasurer, J. C. Northey; trustee for three years, 
Acel Newell. 
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¥LENWOOD, WIS.—The annual meeting of the West Wiscon- 
sin Telephone Company. was held at the office of the company 
in this city. Of the 648 shares of stock, 369 were represented 
at the meeting, which was called to order by President W. H. 
Park. The reports of the officers were then presented and ap- 
proved, after which the following board of directors were elected 
for the ensuing year: Dr. W. H. Park, C. P. Peterson, A. J. 
Vander-Hiden, W. Blakeley, M. Casey, W. R. Barrett and R. P. 
Dalton. These met later and re-elected Dr W. H. Park presi- 
dent and general manager of the company and Alice Vander- 
Hiden secretary, which was a deserved expression of approval 
of and confidence in the faithful and capable management of 
the past year. The official reports show 1909 to have been a 
year of unparalleled prosperity and development for the com- 
pany. 

MANITOWOC, WIS.—The Manitowoc & Northern Telephone 
Company has done much extension work during the past year, 
and the reports of the officers read at the recent meeting showed 
that the company had grown very satisfactorily. The stock- 
holders elected one director for a term of three years, viz., Rich- 
and Oestreich, and the following officers: President, Wm. Spencer; 
vice-president, Fred Heubener; secretary and manager, Henry 
Rahn; treasurer, John Roteman. 


MONROE, WIS.—The annual meeting of the Monroe Tele- 
phone Company was held at the office of the company, and was 
well attended. The directors elected for the ensuing year are: 
W. B. Monroe, J. C. Penn, L. A. Sherron, P. J. Weirch and C. 
W. Twining. The stock of the company is taking rank as one 
of the good investments offered in the city. The future looks 
bright for the continuation of six per cent per annum dividend 
payable semi-annually after taking the best of care of the plant. 
The directors held a meeting following the annual meeting, and 
elected the following officers: President, C. W. Twining; vice- 
president, W. B. Monroe; treasurer, J. C. Jenn; secretary, F. A. 
Shriner; general superintendent, P. J. Weirich; manager, R. M. 
Austin; general foreman, M. F. Mayor. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


GREELEY, COLO.—A fire which started in the basement of 
the Greeley telephone exchange caused considerable damage to 
the company’s property and system. While the firemen worked 
the girls bravely held their positions at the switchboard to give 
the subscribers service. 


ALTON, ILL.—A family telephone corporation, organized under 
the laws of Illinois, is a new enterprise in Calhoun county. All 
the shares of stock are owned by Judge Stephen McDonald and 
members of his family. John McDonald, a son, is president of 
the concern, which is known as the Calhoun Telephone Company. 
The office is located at the farm about four miles south of Hardin, 
Ill. Up until Christmas time the stock was all owned by Judge 
McDonald, but at the holiday time he presented each of his 
children ten shares of stock valued at $140 a share. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL.—Three linemen of the Interstate com- 
pany are on a strike, demanding, as they say, an increase from 
$2.75 to $3.00 a day. W. M. Chiles, a member of Electrical Work- 
ers’ Local No, 247, says that he is advised the men have asked 
43 cents an hour for cable work, 40 cents an hour for foremen 
and 37 cents an hour for linemen, all based on an eight-hour 
day. <A further demand, Chiles says, was that the men should 
go and return from work on the company’s time which, it is 
said, would reduce the day to about six hours and a half. Friends 
of Fred H. Spears, president of the Federation of Labor, de- 
clare the troubles between the body and the telephone company 
are being used by local politicians to cause factional rows in 
labor and further their own personal interests, regardless of the 
merits of the issue. 

TRAER, IA.—R. L. Parker, formerly of the Parker telephone 
system in Traer, sold his telephone interests at Prairie City, 
Iowa, and has purchased telephone property in Texas. 

SCOTT CITY, KAN.—L. Newsom, owner and manager of the 
Scott City Telephone System, has offered his system for sale. The 
system comprises exchange building, a 19-year franchise, and the 
200 telephones connected to the switchboard. 


LONDON, KY.—The London Local Telephone Company has 
been purchased by John W. Creech of East Bernstadt. The 
system covers a good part of Laurel county. The price paid is 
reported to have been $10,000. 


LONDON, KY.—Mr. John W. Creech, of East Bernstadt, has 
purchase the telephone line from London to McKee, Jackson 
county, which belonged to the London and Manchester Tele- 
phone Company, paying in the neighborhood of $13,000 for it. Mr. 
Creech will assume active charge of the system at once and 
it is possible that Mr. C. F. Hanson, formerly of this place, 
but now of Berea, will be manager for the company. 


LOUISVILLE KY.—Judge Evans of the Federal court, nas 
ordered the sale of the Paducah Home Telephone Co. and the 
Kentucky-Indiana Telephone & Telegraph Co., of Owensboro, 
Ky. J. D. Powers has been appointed special commissioner. 
The mortgage indebtedness of the Paducah company is $250,000 
and of the Kentucky-Indiana company $162,000. 


READING, MICH.—J. F. Fitzsimmons, president of the Read- 
ing Central Telephone Company, has acquired control of the 
North Adams switchboard and village exchange, thereby adding 
407 telephones to the system under the management of the 
Reading Central Company. This company has far-outdistanced 
the opposition in point of service and number of subscribers. 
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LAKE CITY, MINN.—The holdings of the Pepin Telephone 
Company have been taken over by a newly incorporated company 
known as the Lake Pepin Telephone Company, with offices in 
Lake City. The property of the Pepin company, which was 
recently purchased by J. C. Brinckman of Zumbro Falls, was 
consigned to the new company, Mr. Brinckman retaining a por- 
tion of the stock. The officers of the company are W. G. Ball, 
president; G. H. Hammond, vice-president, and G. Dwelle, secre- 
tary and treasurer. The manager is Mr. Dwelle, and the busi- 
ness will be done in the offce of the Dwelle Telephone Company 
here. The lines are located across the lace and embrace central 
offices in Pepin, Maiden Rock, Plum City, Lund, etc., and are 
liberally patronized by the farmers and merchants. Permanent 
improvements are contemplated. The company is capitalized at 
$25,000, 

BURLINGTON, N. J.—The Independent Telephone Company 
suffered great loss and inconvenience by miscreants cutting the 
wires in many parts of the city. Twenty local cables and the 
large submerged cable to Bristol, Pa., were severed. 


SOUTH POINT, N. C.—The property of the South Point Tele- 
phone Company has been purchased by the Piedmont Telephone 
Company. The South Point Telephone Company was organized 
in 1902 and has 91 subscribers connected to its lines. New mate- 
rial has been ordered by the new owners and a room rented, and 
the system will be put into first-class condition. 


HOOD RIVER, ORE.—The majority of the stock of the Home 
Telephone Company has, through changing hands several times, 
come into the ownership of Charles and E. O. Hall, they owning 
about $25,000 of the $45,000 worth of stock. The Home Company 
was organized two years ago. The object was to secure better 
service. Local men who subscribed the stock have never re- 
ceived any dividends, although about $11,000 of earnings has been 
invested in building up the plant, which is valued at $86,000. The 
stock is worth probably 16 per cent above par, although th2 Halls 
secured many of the scattered holdings for as low as $70 per 
share. Mr. Hall stated that he is securing the stock and control 
as an investment. A short time ago a man representing Eastern 
capital was investigating the company with a view to getting 
control, and the action of the local capitalists will put dn end to 
these plans. The company has a monopoly of the local field 
with 1,117 telephones in the town and valley and as Mr. Hall 
has often expressed his opinion that the rates were too low, 
it is expected that the change in the directorate will result in 
boosting the rates, and putting the company on a good dividend- 
paying basis. 

PENDLETON, ORE.—An important deal was consummated 
when the Interstate Telephone Company took over the system 
of the Eastern Oregon Independent ‘'elepnone Company. The 
latter being better known as the Butter Creek Company. Secre- 
tary R.. H. MacWhorter of the purchasing company, went to 
Echo to take charge of the system. The deal was made by Sec- 
retary MacWhorter of the Interstate company and Asa B, Thom- 
son of the Independent company. The consideration is between 
$45,000 and $50,000, and the number of miles of line included in 
the deal is about 200. President W. E. DeLarm and Secretary 
R. H. MacWhorter of the Interstate company, will be th: presi- 
dent and secretary of the newly acquired system which will 
retain its present name. It is probable that the name of the 
purchasing company will be changed to that of the one pur- 
chased. 

The Eastern Oregon Independent Company has supplied all 
the country between Pendleton and Heppner with telephonic 
communication. 

BEAVER FALLS, PA.—The Beaver Valley, in Pennsylvania, 
has had a year of prosperity, and among the important events 
of the year was the completion of the Beaver County Telephone 
Company under the direction of Solon S. Thayer. The company 
has a large exchange building at Rochester and another at Beaver 
Falls erected at a cost of $25,000 each. It also has 60 miles of 
underground conduit. 


CONNEAUT LAKE, PA.—For the fourth time in the past three 
years the business section of this small town was practically 
totally destroyed by fire, and a damage amounting to about $65,000 
was sustained. Among the structures destroyed was that of the 
Meadville Telephone Company. 

PITTSBURG, PA.—The Santa Fe railroad has made arrange- 
ments to equip all of its cabooses used in connection with freight 
trains with telephone instruments for the purpose of giving bet- 
ter protection in cases of emergency. 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN.—It is reported that about 100 In- 
dependent telephone companies in Kentucky have met with the 
purpose of organizing and merging into a solid corporation with 
a capital of $1,000,000. 

SHEBOYGAN, WIS.—The Citizens’ Telephone Exchange Com- 
pany has just issued a new directory, which shows a gain of 
300 telephones since last June. In the city and in the rurual 
districts outside of the city there is an additional 700 telephones, 
a gain of 250 since June. The total number of telephones in 
the city and rural districts is 2,345. 

LITTLE CURRENT, ONT., CAN.—The telephone and telegraph 
offices and several stores have been destroyed by fire. The loss 
is $100,000. 

GUANAJUATO, MEX.—Messrs, Geo. W. Bryant, Jose Busta- 
mente and Nemecio Ponce have been granted a concession by 
the Governor of State Gonzales, for the construction of a tele- 
phone system in Guanajuato. 





